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_________________________________________________________ 
NOTE FROM THE EDITORS: 
Due to the size of this issue, past show results will be included in the next 
issue along with the Gavilon results as well. 
 
GOOD LUCK TO EVERYBODY AT GAVILON!!!!  Hope to see all of you 
there!!! 



    

A LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Dear members, 

The last weekend of April is fast approaching for our Independent Specialty and 
Supported Entries at the Gavilan Kennel Club’s All Breed Show in Hollister.  Make your 
hotel reservations soon as the rooms go fast each year.  Travel arrangements have been 
made for our judges for the Specialty and Sweepstakes.  I look forward to seeing Cathy 
Brey and Sherry Duling for these assignments.  It looks like they may be staying over a 
few days after the show and I plan on showing them the sights around Monterey and Big 
Sur.  With our weather here on the Central Coast, I think both of them are ready for some 
sunshine and warm weather.  I hope that holds true for the show weekend.  I remember a 
couple of times when it has been cool and damp and others when we have all got 
sunburned.  You just never know this time of year. 

Remember to look at the website, www.bloodhoundswest.org for more information.  I 
have seen the main raffle prize for this year and believe me when I say it will be a much 
sought after item.  Marsha Bratcher has made a stained glass bloodhound that will look 
good in any home.  The raffle tickets are on the website and you will find them enclosed 
in this newsletter also.  Last year we had a 50/50 amount of over $400 and hope to pass 
that amount this year.  I work with compulsive gamblers that have a soft spot when it 
comes to helping the club and I'm sure you may know of a few too.  

After cooking 60+ baked potatoes last year, Judy Abplanalp was awarded the nickname 
“Tater”.  She will continue the new tradition this year in her position of Sous Chef.  The 
sight of her driving the golf cart Gavilan loaned us with all of those taters was priceless. 

Our smoker will be fired up for a few of the   meals.  Saturday night after the puppy 
match we will be having an informal banquet on the grounds with a choice of tri-tip, 
chicken or salmon with all the fixins.  I promise to get it cooked earlier this year.  As 
cozy as it was eating in the dark last year, this year it will be better, I promise.  If nothing 
else, I promise to have lights. 

A special Thank You to all of our members in everything you do for the club, rescue and 
just giving your time and talents.  

Best regards, 

Tim  

  

 
 

PLEASE NOTE…….Please be informed that we have a Sweeptakes judging 
change for our 2007 SW Independent Regional Specialty.  Due to personal 
issues, Sherry Duling is unable to judge and James Adams will be taking her place 
for the assignment.  Thank you all for supporting our entry and accepting this 
change. 

http://www.bloodhoundswest.org/


    

 

 
 

Faye was loved by Tim and Sherry Robertson and all that knew 
her. 

********************************************************** 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



    

THE WHELPING BOX 
 

MAUNBAUN 
Aine Dorgan, Cork County, Ireland 

 
And 

 
ANDORRA 

Tim & Sherry Robertson 
 

Are pleased to announce the arrival of 2 puppies from 
 

Farcry Delphinium “Lucy” 
(Int’l hips excellent, elbows normal & cardiac clear) 

Pointed Irish Kennel Club, Cert’d SAR 
 

X 
 

CH Sherick’s Flash FWD Andorra “Wylie” 
(CHIC # 23348) 

 
1 BOY, 1 GIRL BOTH BLACK & TAN 

BORN – MARCH 2, 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Jasper’s Adventures in the Obedience and Rally Rings 
By Amanda Gardner 
 
 
After receiving a qualifying score in Obedience 
Novice A the first time we competed, I was sure that 
obtaining Jasper’s CD would be a piece of cake.  But 
it has been anything but that. 
 
Our next three attempts in the obedience ring came on 
December 29, 30, and 31, on our home turf at the San 
Mateo Event Center.  I was certain that we would end 
the year on a positive note.  We only needed two 
qualifying scores in three days of showing.  How hard 
could it possibly be to earn two more legs on simple 
heeling exercises?  Well, it is much harder than I 
imagined. 
 
Attempt 1:  The first day started off well with the on 
leash heeling and Figure 8.  Then the leash came off 
and it was time for Jasper’s favorite part – the stand 
for exam.  Jasper stares at the judge, wagging his tail, 
thinking this is petting time.  Our troubles began 
during the off leash heeling when Jasper decided to 
visit with the judge.  Jasper jumped up on him and 
tried to give him a kiss.  Jasper’s little visit with the 
judge gave us our first NQ.  As we came out of the 
ring our obedience instructor asked, “Jasper, why were 
you fraternizing with the judge?” 
 
Attempt 2:  Although the first day did not go well, I 
was optimistic that we would pass today.  Despite 
Jasper’s sloppy sits and lagging in the heeling, we 
managed a passing score.  This had to be our lucky 
day.  All Jasper needed to do was pass a one minute sit 
and three minute down.  When the sitting exercise was 
finished, Japer laid down, belly up, begging for a belly 
rub.  Unfortunately, I could not get Jasper back up.  I 
tried everything, but nothing worked.  I had to grab 
Jasper’s collar to get him up.  This “rough handling” 
lost us five points, which made our qualifying score a 
non-qualifying score.  We were now on NQ number 
two. 
 
Attempt 3:  This was last day of the San Mateo shows 
and another chance to redeem ourselves.  The heeling 
went well and we earned our highest score yet.  I was 
most proud of Jasper on the recall.  After calling the 
dog to you, the dog then has to return to the heeling 
position.  Usually Jasper just sits and ignores me.  But, 
for the first time ever, when I said “Jasper, where’s the 
heel?” Jasper actually returned to the heeling position.  
I was shocked.  Then came the sits and downs and I 
was determined not to repeat yesterday’s fiasco.  
However, as the judge said, “sit your dogs and leave 
them,” Jasper decided to lie down and therefore we 

received the dreaded NQ, NQ number three to be 
exact. 
 
The San Mateo shows were extremely disappointing.  
Three NQ’s in three days.  Our next chance to 
compete was at the obedience and rally shows on 
February 25 at the Cow Palace.  That meant two 
chances to earn qualifying scores in Novice Obedience 
and Rally Advanced.  This was our first time at an 
obedience only show and I was amazed at how many 
dogs there were and how crowded it was.  This show 
was held in two of the smaller buildings of the Cow 
Palace.  It was cramped, cold, and we did not bring 
chairs so we sat on the concrete floor.  Already the day 
did not start off well. 
 
Attempt 4 (Obedience):  Jasper failed both the on 
leash healing and the recall.  For the on leash healing, 
Jasper refused to sit on any of the halts.  On the recall, 
I thought Jasper was going to run out of the ring, so I 
called him a second time.  I now know that calling the 
dog a second time on the recall is an automatic NQ.  
This was NQ number four. 
 
Attempt 5 (Obedience):  This was Jasper’s last chance 
to pass.  Towards the end of the on leash heeling 
pattern, Jasper decided something on the ground 
smelled too good to pass up.  After prying him away 
from the smells, we did the Figure 8.  I was literally 
dragging Jasper around the posts as his nose was glued 
to the ground.  He was drooling like a “mad” dog, so 
the very nice judge allowed us to leave the ring, wipe 
his mouth, and then return.  Jasper’s performance on 
the heeling exercises was most embarrassing.  He was 
totally uncooperative.  Somehow, we still passed.  
Then came the dreaded sits and downs.  Everything 
was going well until the last ten seconds of the sit, 
when Jasper went down.  NQ number 5. 
 
Rally Trials, on the other hand, we have had more 
success.  Jasper earned his three qualifying scores for 
his RN on his first three tries.  This was our first time 
competing in Rally Advanced and we had two tries to 
earn qualifying scores.  Here, everything is off leash 
and there is a 16-inch jump.  Upon seeing this 16-inch 
jump, Jasper totally freaked out and jumped up on me 
for safety.  We tried three times, but he just refused to 
go over that jump.  Never mind that we have a 24-inch 
baby gate at home that Jasper constantly jumps over.  
This 16-inch jump looks different, so it must be 
something scary.  Jasper passed all the other rally 
exercises with flying colors, but his refusal to jump 
both times resulted in two NQ’s. 



    
 
We now have five NQ’s in novice obedience since 
receiving our first leg.  We can never seem to 
pass both the heeling and sits and downs at the 
same time.  We also have two NQ’s in rally 
advanced because Jasper refuses to jump. 
 
On a positive note, Jasper is very entertaining and 
humorous to watch.  An inattentive bloodhound must 
be a welcome change from all the alert labs, goldens, 
and poodles the judges see.  Every judge comments on 

how happy Jasper looks in the ring.  His tail is always 
up and wagging, even when he is sitting.  Everyone 
wants to pet Jasper because they rarely see a 
bloodhound in obedience.  And Jasper just LOVES all 
the attention. 
 
We are showing again in San Mateo on March 17 and 
18.  Hopefully we will have good news to report then.  
In the meantime, we need to practice – 
EVERYTHING. 

 

 
 
SAGE & THE GYPSY HORSE 
 
Cindi's service dog, Sage, had a 
day in the country and met the 
Gypsy horse for the fist time.  
This was just another part of her 
socialization/training.  As you 
can see, I guess Sage just 
thought it was a big dog.     
 

 
 

 

 
BITS AND PIECES 

 
We would like to thank Southern Chapter's Evelyn Jones for her services as 
President and welcome Lynn Sherman back as the new President. 
 
We would also like to congratulate Susan LaCroix Hamil on her Hound Breeder Of 
The Year Award.   
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