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President’s Message 
 

 
Hope everyone has had a wonderful Summer! 
 

Here are few things to add to your busy calendars: 
2015 ABC National Specialty in Ohio, October 25-31 
Northern California Trailing Trials, November 28-29. 

 

I want to welcome our new members and hope to see you at our events.  Whether 
showing or trailing, we are always having a lot of fun sharing stories and supporting our 
fellow members. 
 

We have come across some apps that might be of interest to some of you: The 
Mantrailing App and Dog Trekker.  If you have others, please share. 
 

Something to think about: 
The year will be over quicker than we can imagine.  We need to start thinking of people 
to be our officers or Board of Director members for the next year.  The next term starts 
in January. 
 
Thank you and Happy Trails . . . 

Gary Marshall, President 
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 
 
 

 

 

    Nona: “Looks like the tire’s flat” 
 

 

 

      Daisy: “But only on the bottom” 
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General Meeting Minutes 
 

 

By Pat Moffitt 
 
DATE OF MEETING: July 25, 2015, 1:14 pm – President Gary Marshall called the 
meeting to order at the Denner Ranch.  A sign-in sheet was circulated, a quorum was 
present. 
 
Minutes of the May General Meeting were approved as printed in June BONCKERS 
with the exception that Sue Sappok should be listed as the sole Southern Chapter 
Trailing Chair.  Moved by Mike McMillan, seconded and approved. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kay Schmitt reported the following fiscal information: 
 
 Projected balance, 7/31/2015 $18,596.53 
 

 Trailing camps income $990.00 
 New member dues income $35.00 
 Rescue income $100.00 
 Rescue expense $1,255.45 
 Gavilan net expense $28.90 
 Trailing trial judge expense this year $226.20 
Several of the items listed have been included to calculate the projected balance. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Membership report was presented by Aldo Branch.  New members to vote in were: 
  Jessica Dickson - rescued a hound 
  Becky Delgado - rescued a hound 
Motion made by Kathy Brown to accept as members, 2nd by Kay Schmitt, approved. 
 
New member recruitment motion was made to ask Membership Chair to send 
Bloodhounds West information to new ABC members in California as listed in the ABC 
Bulletin.  Moved by Mike McMillan, 2nd by Barbara Adcock, approved. 
 
Update on BW-NC 2016 Regional Gavilan show was presented.  It is being held at the 
San Benito Fairgrounds.  The Regional set up is handled through Donie Richards. 
See about setting up in burn area in shade and confirmation in grass area. 
We want Area D-picnic area-less windy-by 1st ring.  Need electricity.  RVs near-by. 
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Motion to go with Area D made by Kathy Brown, 2nd by Gary Marshall, approved. 
 
We pay for judge on Friday, Gavilan Club pays for judge Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Breed Rescue report: new dog “Kona” is at Pat’s residence. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mike McMillan discussed use of smart phones and conference calling when we 
conduct meetings so that absent officers and directors (or even general members) could 
participate.  It was mentioned this was successfully done during preparation for the 
2014 National.  Mike is to bring back options and information. 
 
September BONCKERS deadline is last Sunday in August. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Gary Marshall, 2nd by Aldo Branch, approved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
  Pat Moffitt, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

Breed Rescue IRS 501(c)3 Status 
 
 
We continue to make steady progress toward our goal of becoming a federally 
recognized non-profit corporation.  We have formed "Northern California Bloodhound 
Rescue, Inc.," and incorporated it in California in April 2015.  We obtained a federal 
Employer Identification Number (47-4137913).  Next steps involve submitting a Form 
1023EZ to the IRS and making final our by-laws.  We hope to complete our tasks by the 
end of this year. 
 
Our Rescue Committee consists of Pam Herranz, Pat Moffitt, Josephine Lisowski, 
Cindi Sims, and Kathy Brown.   Aldo Branch is assisting us in completing the 
application materials. 
   

Pam Herranz, Vice President 
and Rescue Committee Member 
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Membership Update 
 

 
 

By Aldo Branch 
 

With the approval of Becky Delgado's and Jessica Dickson's membership 
applications at our July meeting, Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter now has a 
total of 45 members.  If you know someone who would like to join, new member 
application forms are available on the Bloodhounds West website 
(http://bloodhoundswest.org/) as well as near the end of this newsletter.   
 
An updated membership spreadsheet is being sent to all current members with 
this newsletter.  If you have any changes or corrections to the membership list, 
please let me know.  

Thanks. 
Aldo Branch, Membership Chair 

 
 
 

 
 
 

More on our Cover Dog 
 
 

By Cindy Crane 
 
Dixie is now 12 years old, I adopted her through Judy and Myron Robb when she was 
15 months old.  At that time she was in a small backyard in downtown Stockton.  Since 
then, she has lived her life running free and chasing cottontail bunnies on my eight-acre 

property in the foothills.  She has slowed down 
with age but she still loves to chase and retrieve a 
ball … that is, when she feels like it, she is a 
hound you know!   And she loves to sun herself on 
my chaise lounge while looking over her backyard 
domain!  She talks to me each night until she gets 
her dog biscuit from her very own glass jar.  She 
has been my constant companion and best friend 
all of these years. 
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Call for Nominating Committee Members 
 

 
 

Article V of the Constitution and By-Laws of Bloodhounds West, Inc. state, “A 
nominating committee shall be chosen by the Board of Directors before September 15th.  
The committee shall consist of five (5) members and two alternates, all members in 
good standing, no more than two of whom shall be a member of the Board of Directors.” 
 

We need your help.  Would you like to be one of the three members or 
two alternates to serve on the Nominating Committee? 
   
Work of committee members is relatively simple: “The committee shall nominate from 
among the eligible members of the Club, one candidate for each office and for each 
other position on the Board of Directors (and a candidate for Delegate to the American 
Kennel Club) and shall obtain the acceptance of each nominee in writing.  The 
committee shall then submit its slate of candidates to the Recording Secretary who shall 
mail the list to each member of the Club, on or before October 15th, so that additional 
nominations may be made by the members if they so desire.” 
 
Please contact any existing member of the Officers or Directors (listed on the second 
page) to volunteer for this important task.  We need your help.  The Board members 
thank you. 
 

 

 

We were wolves once, wild and 
wary. 

Then we noticed you have sofas.
“Isabelle”, photo courtesy of Jenn Addison.

7



 
 

 
 

by Suzi Paine 
 
 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, 
members are loading up their trucks to support 
planning for an exciting Regional Specialty 
show on Friday, May 6, 2016, with supported 
entry events on Saturday and Sunday (May 7 
and 8) in conjunction with the Gavilan Kennel 
Club show in sunny Tres Piňos (about 10 
miles by truck southeast of Hollister, Calif.). 
 
Myron Robb will judge sweepstakes (both 
puppy and veteran) and Bill Russell will judge 
the regular/non-regular classes and BOB.   

 
Dinner Friday night will be with the Gavilan Kennel Club just following our specialty.  We 
are working on a Bloodhounds West dinner at a restaurant for Saturday night which we 
hope will include a raffle, club meeting, and lots of social time!   
 
Suzi Paine is our lead driver for this spectacular event assisted by experienced 
teamsters Aldo Branch, Gary Marshall, Pam Herranz, and Lyn Sherman. 
  
If you would like to volunteer to help with any of these exciting events, hitch a ride with  
Show Chair Suzi Paine at (253) 535-1408 or themaja@comcast.net.  More information 
to come – watch for it in BONCKERS or your email! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Keep on Truckin’ 

All roads lead to Gavilan in 2016! 

Regional Specialty Update 

Sometimes the light's all shinin' on me; other times I can barely see.  Lately it occurs to me - what a looong, strange trip it's been.

Photo by Nona Perez 
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2015 National Specialty coming to Ohio 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   In honor of Halloween, coming at the end of 

next month, you might wonder: 
 

What kind of a dog does Dracula have? 
 
 
                                          

                                                  A bloodhound, of course! 

Go to: ABCnational.org
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Conformance Show Results 
 

 
Prepared by Kay Schmitt 

 
May 16, 2015 COYOTE HILLS KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mrs. Sandra L. Bridges 
 1/W/BOB and BOBOH: Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 
May 17, 2015 COYOTE HILLS KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Ms. Kathryn A. Cowsert 
 1/W/BOW/BOB: Hunterhound The Grail Maiden  
 
May 24, 2015 HANGTOWN KENNEL CLUB OF PLACERVILLE 
  195.0/3 Windstar’s Gia Fearless Love (Border Collie) 
 Owners: Cindi Sims (handler in obedience) and Denise Nelson 
   
June 4, 2015 YOSEMITE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mrs. Eva E. Berg 
 BOS: GCH Heroes In Your Dreams Mandolin 
 SELECT: 3  GCH pts.: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 SELECT: 1 GCH pt.: Buffalo Groves Sassy’s Tinkerbelle MT 
 
June 5, 2015 YOSEMITE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Allen L. Odom 
 BOS: GCH Heroes In Your Dreams Mandolin 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 SELECT: GCH Buffalo Groves Sassy’s Tinkerbelle MT 
.  
June 6, 2015 CONTRA COSTA KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Ms. Karen Dumke 
 BOB: GCH Houndwalker’s Sebastian of the Groves 
 BOS: GCH Heroes In Your Dreams Mandolin 
 BOW: Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 SELECT: GCH Buffalo Groves Sassy’s Tinkerbelle MT 
 
June 7, 2015 CONTRA COSTA KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Ms. Kalen Dumke 
 BOB: 5 GCH pts:  GCH Houndwalker’s Sebastian of the Groves 
 1/W/BOW/BOS: New Champion!: CH. Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
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 SELECT: GCH Heroes In Your Dreams Mandolin 
 SELECT: 4 GCH pts.: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
June 13, 2015 BAHIA SUR KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Robert L. Robinson 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
June 14, 2015 BAHIA SUR KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mrs. Sari Brewster Tietjen 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 3, 2015 CHANNEL CITY KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Dr. Judith K. Newton 
 1/Reserve: Flessner’s International Bombshell    
 SELECT: CH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 4, 2015 SANTA MARIA KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Ms. Kathryn A. Cowsert 
 3/12-18mo.dogs: Hunterhound Lancelot DuLac 
 SELECT: CH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 5, 2015 VENTURA KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Michael A. Brophy 
 1/R: Flessner’s International Bombshell 
 
July 11, 2015 DEL MONTE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Gary Doerge 
 BOB: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 12, 2015 DEL MONTE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Dr. Robert Indelgia 
 BOB: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 18, 2015 PORTLAND KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge; Ms. Beverly Capstick 
 BOB: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
July 19, 2015 PORTLAND KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Miss Virginia L. Lyne 
 BOB: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 

11



 
August 1, 2015 RICHMOND DOG FANCIERS 
  Judge: Mr. James E. Fredericksen 
 BOB: 2 GCH pts. GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
August 2, 2015 RICHMOND DOG FANCIERS  
  Judge: Mr. Whitney J. Coombs 
 BOB: 2 GCH pts. GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
August 14, 2015 ABC NW Regional Specialty 
  Judge: Ms. Janet Kelly 
 BVB: GCH Pinehollow’s Watch for Ice 
  Judge: Mrs. Lesley Hiltz 
 BOB: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 BOS: GCH Pinehollow’s Watch for Ice  
 SELECT: CH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 AOM: GCH Buffalo Groves Sassy’s Tinkerbelle, MT 
 BVB: GCH Pinehollow’s Watch for Ice 
 
August 15, 2015 OLYMPIC KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Dana P. Cline 
 BOBOH: CH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
August 16, 2015 OLYMPIC KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Jeffrey G. Pepper 
 SELECT: CH Hunterhound The Grail Maiden 
 SELECT: GCH Badgershill Muldoon of Heather 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Would you like to have your canine photos appear in BONCKERS?  We’d be happy to 
include almost any photo of you and your hound.  Just email your photo along with a brief 
caption to the editor, Mike McMillan  sar.bloodhound@gmail.com  This is your newsletter, 

we’d love to hear from you. 
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Bloodhounds in the News 
 

 
 

A Bloodhound needs your vote! 
 

“The American Humane Association Hero Dog Awards™ are an annual, national 
competition that searches out and recognizes America’s Hero Dogs – often ordinary 
dogs who do extraordinary things, whether it’s saving lives on the battlefield, lending 
sight or hearing to a human companion, or simply providing the tail-wagging welcome a 
pet owner relishes at the end of a hard day.  Dogs compete in eight categories for the 
Hero Dog Awards: Law Enforcement Dogs, Arson Dogs, Service Dogs, Therapy 
Dogs, Military Dogs, Search and Rescue Dogs, Guide and Hearing Dogs, and 
Emerging Hero Dogs (the category for “ordinary” dogs who do extraordinary things). 
The Hero Dog Awards celebrate the powerful, age-old bond between dogs and people – 
and give recognition to courageous acts of heroism performed by our four-legged best 
friends.”  (from http://www.herodogawards.org/about.php) 

 
This year’s winner in the Search and Rescue Dog category is “Glory,” a black and tan 
bloodhound.  She is now competing against the other seven category winners to 
become the top American Hero Dog and needs your votes.  Voting closes Monday. 
September 7th.  You are allowed to vote once each day, so vote early and vote often.  
To vote, go to: http://www.herodogawards.org/hda2015vote-gllory 
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Bloodhounds in Literature 
 

 

 

In Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Theseus, the Duke of Athens, has 
recently conquered the Amazons and is about to marry their queen, Hippolyta.  To 
impress her, he calls to his staff to fetch a forester to release his hounds so that “My 
love shall hear the music of my hounds.”   
 
She replies that when in Crete with Hercules she once heard a pack of Spartan hounds 
baying after a bear, “I never heard so musical a discord, such sweet thunder.”  Not to be 
outdone, Theseus replies: 
 
 

 

“My hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind, 

So flewed, so sanded, and their heads are hung 

With ears that sweep away the morning dew, 

Crook-kneed, and dew-lapped like Thessalian 

bulls, 

Slow in pursuit, but matched in mouth like bells, 

Each under each.  A cry more tunable 

Was never hollered to, nor cheered with horn, 

In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly. 

Judge when you hear.” 

 

 
 

 (With thanks to Jim Ryan, ABC Bulletin editor in 1988 who used this quote on a back cover). 

14



Breed Rescue Report 
 

 

By Josephine Lisowski 
 
Our first dog-days of summer operating as a rescue proved to be exciting for Northern 
California Bloodhound Rescue.  We wound up with a variety of experiences! 
 

   KC 
 
We found an intact male red bloodhound, “KC”, in Kern County Animal Control, part of a 
court case for animal abuse.  He was scheduled for transport after the court case 
dismissal, but couldn't get neutered that week; thus he was rescheduled for pick up the 
following week. 
 
"KC" found himself awaiting volunteer transport when the day after he was neutered, 
low and behold, a couple walks in looking for their hound missing since February!  He 
had been held at Animal Control since mid-May and was scheduled for transport the 
following day to us.  His owners were surprised to find him “fixed” but glad to be 
reunited.  Interesting how things worked out due to a scheduling delay! 
 
We do our best to have all our incoming surrenders neutered or spayed prior to being 
fostered.  Fortunately, due to our protocol, "KC" (who has a real name) was able to 
reunite with his true family. 
 

   Aleyea 
 
Another magical ending is how we 
adopted out “Aleyea” (“Ali” for 
short), a four-year-old, red spayed 
female from Santa Maria.  
Unfortunately, her owner tragically 
passed away two years ago.  Her 
owner's dad took her in since “Ali” 
was the closest thing to his son.  
“Ali” was a young bloodhound then 
and it took a lot out of 81-year-old 
Bob to manage.  After careful 
consideration, he decided it would 
be in “Ali's” best interest to be re-
homed. 
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Bob contacted us with the help of his daughter and I was scheduled to transport her 
back in April.  On our way there, I received a call saying one of their neighbors decided 
to give it a go with “Ali”.  I was approximately 25 miles away, but near a campground so 
decided to camp out and take it easy the next day with friends and my bloodhound 
“Wyatt,” who usually tags along when we pick up or drop off rescues. 
 
I asked Bob to keep the lines of communication open and if “Ali” was too much for the 
neighbor to give us a ring and we'll pick her up.  Sure enough, less than 75 days later, 
we got that call.  Kathy Brown and I were unavailable for transport but, as luck would 
have it, Kathy knew of another transport volunteer who kindly chose to pick up “Ali” and 
drive her here to my home. 
 
“Ali” already knew basic obedience, was housebroken, and, other than being a bit 
conflicted and withdrawn the first 72 hours, she came around and enjoyed fostering with 
us for three weeks. 
 
I was headed to Chicago for a Professional Animal Program and we needed to transport 
“Ali” to Jessica Dickson, one of our newest volunteers and fosters.  Pam Herranz took 
time out from her busy four-bloodhound schedule to transport “Ali” to Sacramento.  After 
a few days there, we received a call stating that Jessica and her family were very 
interested in not just fostering but adopting “Ali”! 
 
We were thrilled and glad that “Ali” found an amazing new family, one who was already 
bloodhound savvy!  “Ali” also had another dog companion, a Bassett hound, to play 
with. 
 

   Bo 
 

Then there's “Bo”!  “Bo” was a recently 
neutered male who lived in a 9x11-foot 
outdoor dog run for the last two+ years of 
his life.  His owner also passed away 
unexpectedly and his wife could not mange 
him.  Similar to “Ali,” another neighbor 
decided to take him in - and basically just 
kept him alive in the outdoor run. 
 
“Bo” became under-socialized to humans 
and other dogs and also had difficulty 
eating.  He was picked up by a couple who 
found him online and decided to take him in 
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just to get him out of the small confined area that was his home. 
 
“Bo” was malnourished and underweight by 30 to 50 lbs.  The couple attempted to 
manage his behavior, but were unable to do so since they both work full time and had 
two other dogs that “Bo” became challenged with.  Interestingly, he and their cat got 
along. 
 
Similar to “Ali,” “Bo” was scheduled for re-homing with yet another neighbor who also 
had a bloodhound.  The meet-and-greet that was planned by Kathy Brown, myself, the 
current owners, and the prospective owners failed and Kathy was on her way to take 
him in. 
 
“Bo” has been with Kathy for a solid three weeks and has been gaining weight.  With 
Kathy's patience, kindness, and love, “Bo” has been slowly acclimating and adapting to 
his new life.  Word has it that Kathy may keep “Bo” as part of her family and we are 
crossing our fingers! 
 

   But wait, there’s more! 
 
Our magical "Dog Days of Summer" are coming to an end - but wait, there's more!!   We 
still have two puppies with foster Jamie White available for adoption, and Pat Moffitt's 
foster “Kona” may be available for adoption after the hound’s health improves.  We may 
have many more fabulous stories to share in our next newsletter.  We may also have 
our own Rescue Newsletter coming in the near future!  
 

   You can help 
 
Members of Bloodhounds West interested in fostering, 
volunteering for transport, helping with administrative 
tasks, donating unused/gently used toys, leashes, 
collars, beds & towels, or even gift cards, treats, or dog 
food - we welcome your generosity! 
 
Please contact Josephine Lisowski, Logistical 
Coordinator, Northern California Bloodhound Rescue, 
 jylisowski@gmail.com  to help with any aspect of 
bloodhound rescue.  Thank you for your support. 
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Bloodhound Stories 
 

 
 

“The Blessings of a Second Chance” by Lee Cranney 
 

I left Massachusetts for, ultimately, California after trading in my ex-wife on a 
sports car (I just like the way that sounds).  Leaving Pittsburgh the next morning at sun- 
up in my brand-new Datsun 280ZX, I was rolling into West Virginia on a traffic-free 
Interstate 70. 

I was using both lanes to take my own line on a beautiful, forested, sweeping 
turn.  Looking ahead into the rising sun I could see just under the visor an eighteen-
wheel sleeper pulled over to the side of the road in my direction. 

As I got closer I noticed a dark shape on the road’s center line.  Closer still, I 
began to slow and I recognized that it was an animal.  Realizing it was a small dog, I 
pulled over and stopped about 50 feet in front of the semi and the pup. 

The black and tan floppy-eared pup approached me without fear and my first 
thought was he must belong to the driver of the sleeper.  I said to the pup, "You can’t be 
in the road little guy, come here".  He did and walked with me to the big rig. 

I knocked on the drivers' side door and got no response.  I waited a bit, the pup 
(who looked to be four or five months old) sitting patiently at my feet, and I knocked 
again.  This "man mountain" driver grumpily opened the door after half-exiting the 
sleeper cab and gruffly asked me what I wanted at six AM in the middle of nowhere. 

I inquired if this was his 
pup and was met with a rather 
profane “#%* NO” and he 
SLAMMED the door. 

"That went well don’t cha 
think?" I asked the pup.  So now I 
had to weigh my options with 
what to do with this little guy.  
Take him or leave him? 

I need to take him - he is 
emaciated and obviously starving 
so wherever out here in the wilderness he lives, he's not being taken care of. 

But I can’t – I’ve got about three thousand miles to go with no way to properly 
take care of a sickly, likely wormy with no shots, starving pup. 

I was working two months overseas with one month home at the time and my 
parents were not likely to appreciate having a blood/coonhound dropped off to take care 
of, and I wasn’t about to drive back to Massachusetts to see if MAYBE my ex might 
want him with all his probable issues (and hers with me). 
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What to do?  “You've got to go home little feller", I said. 
He, to my amazement, began shuffling towards the dense underbrush twenty 

yards or so off the highway.  Every few steps he would stop and look pleadingly back at 
me.  "You’re breaking my heart little guy," I thought but I just had no way that I could 
see to take him. 

After several pleading stops he disappeared into the brush and I achingly 
continued southwest for Dallas to visit relatives with a detour to France for a new 
helicopter ground school before on to California and my new assignment in Chile.  

Nearly forty years later, not 
taking that pup with me still makes 
me sad and remains one of the very 
few regrets in my 68 years on this 
planet. 

It continued to haunt me and 
when, a few months ago, I found 
myself with time and room for 
another dog, I contacted your 
bloodhound rescue group. 

I honestly didn't expect much 
to come of it but to my great 
surprise, Josephine called with a 
bloodhound that needed a new 
home not far from where I live.  I was 
ecstatic.  In no time, “Waylon” (name 
changed from “Mark”) was settling in here in central California where we live on twelve 
acres with horses, a German Shepherd, two Aussies, cats and chickens. 

“Waylon” is at my feet with the other dogs and the hole in my heart is filled.  He is 
a magnificent goofy dog and I love him to death.  Now, four months later, he's become 
one with his home.  He is with me all day most days which, since I'm retired, is almost 

everyday. 
As I write this, he is asleep 

in my lap.  He comes reliably 
when I call (which I understand 
for this breed is very unusual).  
Getting him to that point required 
a great deal of patience, training, 
consistency and LOTS of praise 
as he began to understand that it 
was our deal that “NO” and 
“COME HERE” were only going 
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get said once and he needed - no, was 
required - to respond.    

More than any dog I've ever had 
the honor to have in my life, he responds 
to positive reinforcement.  Like horses, 
anything but a quick sharp correction 
("NO") in “Waylon's” case tunes him out.  
But I can never praise him too much. 

Several times today we were out 
for different chores (he is off-leash at all 
times unless we go to town) and I have 
had to catch him twice on horseback.  
He came every single time I called him 
and every single time he "tolerated" my 
taking a knee, hugging, petting, and 
scratching all over him for a minute or 
more all the while sounding like a 
complete high-pitched idiot, "’Waylon’, 
you such a good boy, you make me so 
proud. . . yada yada”. 

Now don't get me wrong, I've read 
enough and Josephine has kindly 
cautioned me enough that I would never 
intentionally take him off-leash off the 
property.  That nose, as I've said, is 
phenomenal as is his driving instinct.  
But we'll train on those two basic 
commands, nothing else ‘til the day one 
of us leaves this life to wait for the other.  
They are, after all, for his safety.   

 
But to paraphrase one of the finest horsemen who ever lived (Tom Dorrance, 

True Unity), “I try to do everything I can to help that horse (dog) WANT to be with me.” 
 

Ain't life and God grand? 
 
 
"The gift I am sending you is called a dog, T. Gaza was a Greek who lived about 
 and it is in fact the most precious and 1400 and is famous for translating 
 valuable possession of mankind." Aristotle’s works into Latin.  The 

- Theodorus Gaza flowering plant Gazania is named 
              after him. 
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Bloodhounds in Art 
 

 

 

Briton Rivière (1840 - 1920) was a British artist of Huguenot descent.  He 

exhibited a variety of paintings at the Royal Academy, but devoted much of 

his life to animal paintings.  This large (over six by eight feet) oil on canvas 

painting shown below is titled “Requiescat” (1888) (requiescat in pace 

being “rest in peace” in Latin).  The painting depicts a black and tan 

bloodhound standing faithfully at his master’s funeral.   The original is held 

in the collection of the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Australia. 

 

 

 

(Source: Wikipedia) 
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Bloodhound Health 
 

 

A Canine Cancer Vaccination? 
 

New hope for 50 percent of dogs over age 10. 
 
Cancer is a leading cause of death in bloodhounds, second only to bloat (gastric 

dilatation/volvulus) according to a survey of 82 deaths in a United Kingdom Kennel Club 

study in 2004.  But there is encouraging information on emerging canine cancer 

treatments using vaccines. 

 

There is a cancer vaccine for humans, the HPV (human papilloma virus) vaccine.  

It may prevent infections of certain types of virus associated with the development of 

cervical cancer, genital warts, and other cancers in humans. 

Unfortunately, no 

vaccines to protect 

against the formation of 

cancer in dogs are 

currently available. But 

Tufts University (located 

near Boston, 

Massachusetts) recently 

reported, “There is a 

therapeutic cancer 

vaccine — one that helps 

keep a cancer from 

spreading once the 

disease has been 

diagnosed and the 

primary tumor has been 

treated through surgery 

or radiation.  It’s 

approved for treating 

malignant melanoma, 

specifically, malignant 

melanoma that has 

struck in the oral cavity, 

although veterinarians 

may also use it off-label 

for treating melanomas 

on other parts of a dog’s 

body.” 

 

“Bloodhound Foxy was given a prognosis of six to nine 
months when she was diagnosed with oral melanoma. 
But she has been on the therapeutic vaccine against the 
disease, and it's now about a year and a half later.” 
(Caption and photo taken from Your Dog newsletter, Vol. 21, No. 7, 
July 2015). 
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Tufts Cummings School veterinary oncologist Kristine Burgess, DVM, MLA, 

DACVIM says, “If you read some of the studies that have been conducted, it looks like  

the vaccine works amazingly well.”   There have not been double-blind studies on the 

vaccine yet, however.  “Some dogs definitely benefit from it,” she comments.  “But 

there’s no way to know ahead of time or even during treatment how well it will work.”  

 

“In the current scientific literature,” Dr. Burgess says, “the results are very 

impressive, with dogs living more than a year after vaccination instead of just a few 

months.”  

 

The treatment requires four shots in the first six weeks, followed up by a shot 

every six months thereafter.  Each shot costs about $550. The treatment, while 

expensive, may be covered by some pet health insurance plans. 

 

Tufts cautions dog owners: “Keep in mind that the vaccine is indicated for when 

the cancer hasn’t spread.  If the veterinary surgeon removes the tumor and a chest x-

ray or other imaging shows the cancer has metastasized to another part of the body, the 

vaccine may not be recommended.”   

 
 

 
 
 

Most of the information in this article was taken from Your Dog, the newsletter of the Cummings 

School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, July 2015. You are encouraged to read the 

entire article on-line at :http://www.tuftsyourdog.com/issues/21_7/features/A-Vaccination-

Against-Canine-Cancer-367-1.html 

 

Bloodhound mortality information taken from “Report from the Kennel Club/British Small Animal 

Veterinary Association Scientific Committee, Summary Results of the Purebred Dog Health 

Survey for Bloodhounds,” 2004. 
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June Trailing Workshop 
 

 
 

            

 
June 27-28, 2015 
 
Photos courtesy of  
Nona Perez 

How do you get to the November Trailing Trials? 

Practice, practice, practice! 
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Thoughts About The Summer Trailing Camps 
 

 

By Barbara Adcock 
 

It has been a pleasure working with the bloodhounds and handlers of 
Bloodhounds West the past couple of months.  Both the dogs and handlers are 
motivated.  There are a few things I have noticed that might help you reach your goals.  
There are three areas that are important:  the start, the change of direction, and the ID 
at the end. 
 

  The Start 
 

Everyone has some sort of routine.  Dogs love routines.  That means they know 
what is going to happen and if it signals trailing, they will get excited.  Is your routine 
routine or is it inconsistent?  Doing things in a consistent order helps calm you 
especially if you are going into a test.   

A routine starts by getting all of the necessities together in a vest, a pouch, or 
pack.  Do you have your lead, harness, rewards, water, and starting scent article?  Then 
you get your dog out of the car or crate and give him a chance to potty again even if he 
did it 30 minutes ago.  Do not rush your dog.  Five minutes will not matter. 

When you harness the dog matters.  If 
you consistently put it on at the car and lead 
him to the starting area on his collar that is 
fine.  If you wait to harness the dog until just 
before you start that is fine, too.  Try to be 
consistent.  To some dogs, harness-on means 
trailing time. 

At the start area look around you.  
Where did you just come from?  Chances are 
that it will not go there.  (If this was a real 
world search that would not apply.)  Are there 
obstacles such as a creek or a fence that you 
cannot get through?  Be aware of the area but 
do not anticipate where the trail may head.  
There may be a gate or a bridge to get 
through the places you thought that you could 
not. 

Offer water before you give the scent article.  A dog can be taught to drink before 
he starts his trail.  A dog can also be taught to reach his nose into the bag for the article.  
I personally do not like to see the bag forced over the nose.  Dogs do not need a very 
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large whiff to actually get the scent.  Most dogs (even Chihuahuas) just need a quick 
sniff. 

Take your time at the start.  Make certain you have the lead attached to the 
harness when you start your dog.  If he is a fast starter go with him.  If he is a slow 
starter wait until he has “locked” onto the scent.  He may sniff around and then find the 
trail and start to go linear when on trail.  Learn to recognize what he looks like when he 
is on. 

On the trail he will be more or less linear depending on the wind, the bushes, the 
path.  What speed does he go?  What do his ears look like?  How does he carry his tail?  
Each dog will have a typical look when he is on trail.  Bloodhounds have very 
expressive tails.  Often the ears are relaxed when the dog is trailing.  Tight ears may 
mean something else. 

 

  The Change Of Direction 

 
Perhaps this is the one common problem most handlers have—learning how to 

tell when your dog has passed a turn.  Just like you have to recognize what the dog 
looks like when he is on trail, you have to know when he is not trailing.   One way to 
practice this skill is to have a series of short trails.  The runner/trail-layer walks on a path 
and then makes an abrupt (right angle) turn off the trail with the wind at his back and 
goes about 30 yards or so (that way the dog should not rely on air scenting).  The dog 
then has a quick find and gets his reward.  Do a set of three of these with the first part 
varying in length from about 50 to 100 yards and the second part roughly 30 to 50 
yards.   

As a handler you have to 
be watching for the loss.  He 
may go beyond the turn before 
you see any difference in his 
behavior.  When he does, you 
need to react and let him find 
the trail again - or he may give 
you a quick head turn in the 
correct direction as he passes 
the turn-off point.  This head 
turn is involuntary.  The scent 
grabs him momentarily.  That 
gives you a clue where the 

change of direction might be.  
Chris Weeks, at a trailing seminar I attended, has another version of how to read 

trail loss.  Runner lays the trail in a straight line with the wind at his back.  In a line 
perpendicular to the trail, approximately 50 yards from the trail the handler scents his 
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dog.  They proceed on harness towards the trail.  Since there is no matching scent yet, 
the dog does not give any trail recognition.  The dog shows what “no trail” looks like.  
When he reaches the point where the runner walked, the dog should show trail 
recognition and go straight to the subject at the end for a big party. 

 

  The ID At The End 
 

On trails where there is only one runner, when the dog finds his subject he is all 
wiggles and is very happy.  When you have a cross-trail runner at the end, the dog will 
need to do some sort of definitive ID so you can tell positively who you are looking for. 

There are many variations that you can use.  One we have used is the paw on 
the correct runner.  This can be taught using basically a handshake.  Another is a sit or 
a down at the subject.  Another is an alert where the dog comes back to the handler and 
then does a refind to the subject.  Some dogs may give an excited bark.  I think that the 
sit is probably the least useful because many dogs are taught to sit when they approach 
people.  Whatever the ID, make certain that you have a big party, fun and treats galore.  
Make it very important for the dog. 

When selecting which ID 
you will use, the dog may be your 
best guide.  It should be something 
that he likes to do. Whatever it is, 
the dog must know how to do it 
before you try it for an ID.   In other 
words, teach the paw 
on/handshake before incorporating 
it into a trail. The IDs can be taught 
using a series of three or four very 
short trails with the subject at the 
end so you can encourage the 
behavior that you want to use. 

  

  Conclusion 
 

You can see that one does not need to do long trails all the time.  One can 
practice pieces of trails with a specific goal in mind.  When you practice on a longer trail 
one-half to three-quarters of a mile long you get only one start, one turn, and one ID. 
Practice the pieces and put it all together in a longer trail. Those long trails are useful 
since that is the length and possibly the age you will have to do in a test so they need to 
be practiced.  They give you confidence to enter and pass a test. 

 

(Photos courtesy of Nona Perez) 
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Bloodhound Brags 
 

 

Two Bloodhounds West Members and Their Hounds Earn a 
Mantrailer (MT) Title at the 8th Annual Clyde Reed Memorial 

Trailing Trials in Washington 

 
On August 15, 2015, “Saidee” (CH. Hunterhound The Grail Maiden) and owner/handler 
Aldo Branch earned a MT title in Enumclaw, Washington under judges Cindy Wolfrom 
and Betty Seigal. 

 
On August 16, 2015, “Daisy” (Silverado Daisy Melody) and owner/handler Nona Perez 
earned a MT title in Auburn, Washington under judges Cindy Wolfrom and Suzi Paine. 

Photo by Nona Perez

Photo by Nona Perez
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Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, is 

pleased to sponsor American Bloodhound Club trailing 
trials over two days. 

 

November 28 and 29, 2015 

 

Location will be in Windsor, California and surrounding 
areas of Sonoma County. 

 

Entries OPEN on September 29, 2015. 

Entries CLOSE on October 29, 2015. 
 

Trial Premium and Entry Form may be found on our 
website: http://bloodhoundswest.org/ 

 

A total of 10 trails will be offered including those at the 
MT, MTI, and MTX level. 

 

Entry fees:  MT, $75; MTI, $100; and MTX, $125. 
 

Our highly competent judges include: 
Stacy Mattson, Santa Ana, CA 

Patricia Moffitt, Windsor, CA 
Susan Paine, Tacoma, WA 

Betty Seigal, Battle Ground, WA 
 

Trial Chair: Pam Herranz, Burlingame, CA 
psherranz@yahoo.com 

Trial Secretary: Kay Schmitt, San Rafael, CA 
kaynray@comcast.net 

 

We need trail runners.  If you are not entering the trial and would like 

to help, please volunteer to be a trail runner.  It’s a great way to see 
all the action up close.  Contact Aldo Branch if you would like to 

help:  abranchsj@hotmail.com or 408-592-3805. 
Thank you. 

 

 
Trials will be held “Rain or Shine”. 

 

American Bloodhound Club 

Judy Robb Memorial 

Trailing Trials 

Photos courtesy of Nona Perez. 29
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Trail Layers Needed for November Trials 
 

 

Want to take a walk in the park? 
 
The Judy Robb Memorial Trailing Trial is coming the weekend after Thanksgiving 
(November 28-29) near Santa Rosa.  Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, needs your 
help to make this event successful. 

While we could use help with administration, 
planning, logistics, and operations, what we 
particularly need are trail layers.  To have 10 
trails available, we will need between 16 and 18 trail 
layers.  It’s a fun job that gives you an “up close and 
personal” spot at the trials. 
 
At each test level, you would be escorted by a 
trailing judge along a “natural wandering path” from 
one-half to three-quarters of a mile long.   You 
would then leave the trail and, for MT level, be 

returned a back way four to six hours later before the hound begins that trial. 
 
At the MTI level, you would be returned eight to 
eighteen hours later; for the highest level, MTX, 
you would be returned 24 to 36 hours before the 
hound begins. 
 
You are welcome to bring a chair and relax while 
waiting for the excitement of being “found”. 
 
 Please contact Aldo Branch at 
abranchsj@hotmail.com or 408-592-3805 
 if you can help us.  We would really 
 appreciate your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Nona Perez 
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Bloodhound Trailing Reality 
 

 
 
Successfully completing a trail behind a bloodhound can be incredibly rewarding.  Not 
being able to finish a trail with your hound can be intensely frustrating.  Some may 
rationalize the problem as outside of their control: there was no wind, there was too 
much wind, the trial site was too long a drive for the dog, the vegetation was different, it 
was too early in the day, it was too late in the day . . . 
 

“I ran out of gas.  I... I had a flat tire.  I didn't have 
enough money for cab fare.  My tux didn't come back 
from the cleaners.  An old friend came in from out of 
town.  Someone stole my car.  There was an 
earthquake.  A terrible flood.  Locusts!  It wasn't my 
fault, I swear to God!”  (Jake Blues in The Blues Brothers 
movie, Universal Studios, 1980). 
 
 

“We have heard many, perhaps most, excuses and explanations for 
why a track was lost or why it was impossible to pick it up again.  Our view 
is that only one excuse is good enough: 

 

 “I haven’t done enough training!” 
 

Yes, it’s as simple as that.  Otherwise, you would have been able to 
pick up the track and follow it.  Of course, the dog may be sick or injured, 

but in that case the dog should 
be in rehabilitation, not tracking. 

 

It’s you who limits the rate 
of progress.” 

 

A quote from Tracking 
Dog: Scents and Skills.  Falt, 
Gustavsson, Frank, and Aberg. 
Scandinavian Working Dog 
Institute, 2015. 
 

(Photo by Nona Perez) 
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Bloodhounds in Literature 
 

 
 

Duck Soup is a Marx Brothers anarchic comedy film written by Bert Kalmar and 
Harry Ruby and directed by Leo McCarey.  First released theatrically by Paramount 
Pictures in November 1933, it starred what were then billed as the "Four Marx Brothers" 
(Groucho, Harpo, Chico, and Zeppo).  It’s a film about Rufus T. Firefly (Groucho), 
who is named president/dictator of bankrupt Freedonia on the insistence of wealthy 
Mrs. Teasdale and declares war on neighboring Sylvania. 

In this part of the film, the Sylvanian ambassador, Mr. Trentino, is questioning 
Chicolino (Chico) regarding the whereabouts of Firefly: 

Trentino: Have you been trailing Firefly? 

Chicolini: Have we been trailing Firefly?  Why, my partner he's got a 
nose just like a bloodhound! 

Trentino: Oh really? 

Chicolini: Yes, and the rest of his face don't look so good either. 

 

 

(Source: Wikipedia) 
 
 
(OK, maybe it’s not really “Literature” but it does 
mention the ability of our bloodhounds, and I’ll bet 
you smiled). 
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BLOODHOUNDS WEST, NORTHERN CHAPTER 

New Member Application 
 

Please use a separate application for each person.  The new 
member application fee is listed below.  Please provide the following 
information, then read and sign the second page. 
 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP: 

  Individual $35.00         Family: $35.00         Junior:  $25.00 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name(s):              

Address:              

City:       State:    Zip:      

Home Telephone:       Cell:       

Email:         

PLEASE PROVIDE SPONSOR AND OTHER INFORMATION 

Known & sponsored by (please print):          

Signature of sponsoring member:        Date:    

Interests: Showing      Obedience/Rally       Trailing/Tracking         Pet                  

Animals in household: #____ Bloodhounds #____ Other breeds (List)     

Other animals              

I am interested in joining Bloodhounds West because:        

               

 
NEW APPLICANTS - PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE THE SECOND PAGE 
************************************************************************************* 

 

For Club Use Only 

Date of First Reading/Publish     Date Membership Accepted    
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All new applicants must read, sign, and adhere to the American Bloodhound Club Code of 
Ethics shown below. 

As a member of Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter: 

I agree not to engage in the practice of providing any Bloodhound to any individual, 
commercial wholesaler, or retailer for the purpose of resale. 

I agree that if any Bloodhound on whose papers I am shown as either breeder or co-
breeder becomes a part of any breed rescue program, that upon written notification either 
I will assume financial responsibility for those Bloodhound expenses to which I agree and 
assist the Rescue Chairperson in finding suitable placement, or I will resume custody of 
the Bloodhound. 

I agree that I will provide each buyer of our Bloodhounds with accurate records regarding 
pedigree and certificate of health including the name, address, and telephone number of 
the attending veterinarian. 

I agree not to promote indiscriminate breeding practices by using the advertising of 
availability of “breeding pairs”, “stud dogs”, or “bitches in whelp for sale” in my effort to 
sell my Bloodhounds. 

I agree not to release any puppy to its new owner prior to seven weeks of age or what the 
local ordinance states. 

I agree to act in a sportsmanlike manner and not deliberately degrade other exhibitors, 
breeders, or their dogs. 

 

Signed:          Date:      

 

Please mail both pages of this form with a check (payable to Bloodhounds West) to: 

Aldo Branch   233 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127 

 

You may also submit your application fee through Paypal at BW4Paypal@aol.com (please 
enter your applicant information in the Paypal comment section).  If you renew via Paypal, 
please mail Aldo your two-page application form indicating payment was made on-line. 

New member applications will be acted upon at the next membership meeting of Bloodhounds 
West, Northern Chapter. 
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The Last Page 
 

 

In light of the coming Trailing Trials in November, you might like a primer on how to train 

a bloodhound to trail.  Here’s the latest advice from the June 1942 issue of Popular 

Science magazine (73 years ago).  Note the dog’s crate they use in Step 4. 
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