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2014 ABC National and Regional Show Chair Update 
By Amanda Gardner 

 
 
The excitement is building.  In a little over three months, on September 28, the 
Nationals will commence in Sacramento.  On the Facebook page, over 135 people have 
responded that they are coming.  Bloodhounds will showcase their talents in 
Conformation, Obedience, Rally, Trailing, and Tracking.  In additional to the traditional 
events, we have numerous fun activities planned, such as, a Welcome Party Hoedown 
with Blue Grass music, a Dance Party following the Top 20, a Champagne Brunch, an 
Itty Bitty Puppy Match, and Chuck-a-Duck Western style complete with cowboy hats 
and horses.  There is sure to be something for everyone. 
 
The National website http://www.bloodhoundnational.com/ is being updated 
continuously.  It features an updated Schedule of Events and information about the Top 
Twenty and fun events.  Click on individual events for further details about a particular 
event.  Most importantly, the General Store is live and ready to accept your orders for 
trophy donations, catalog advertisements, catalog orders, banquets, the parade of 
honor, and the photo contest.  Apparel orders are coming soon and there will be a 
wonderful selection of clothing available to meet everyone’s needs.  If you have not 
already done so, please help support the National by making a donation for a trophy or 
to the general fund. 
 
To help keep costs down, all but two meals are free.  The host hotel (Lions Gate) 
provides breakfast to guests staying at the hotel.  If you are not staying at the host hotel, 
we will provide continental breakfast in the Hospitality Suite.  All guests will receive free 
lunches on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Tracking and Trailing participants will 
receive free lunch on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday.  The Welcome Party on Tuesday 
evening is free for everyone with a Mexican Fiesta and live Blue Grass music.  We hope 
that all this free food will encourage everyone to attend the National Banquet and Top 
Twenty Invitational, the only two meals that are not free.  The National Banquet is $50 
per person and will include two carving stations, salad bar, potato station, vegetables, 
bread, dessert, tea, and coffee.  The Top Twenty Invitational is $35 per person and will 
include heavy hors d’oeuvres, an event catalog, and one raffle ticket.  Please pay for 
the National Banquet and Top Twenty in the General Store. 
 
Hotel rooms at the Lions Gate are filling up, with over 40 rooms already reserved for 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  If you have not made your reservations yet, now is 
the time to book your room or RV space.  Full hotel information can be found on the 
National website.  Remember to book your room through our block to receive the room 
rates and help us reach our mandatory room minimum. 
 
Westward Ho! 
 



Obedience and Rally Clinics – Fun For Everyone 
 

By Amanda Gardner 
2014 ABC National Specialty Obedience and Rally Chair 

 
 
I hosted an Obedience and Rally Clinic for Bloodhounds West members on Saturday, 
April 26.  Four members and their bloodhounds participated: Kathy Brown and Coco, 
Mike McMillan and Basker, Pat Moffitt and Player, and Pam Herranz and Mack.  The 
dogs ranged in age from puppy to adult.  All participants had a great time and received 
a lot of working time and individual instruction.  At the end of the three-hour clinic, both 
dog and handler were exhausted. 
 
The clinic began with obedience foundation skills, which included: heeling, figure eight, 
sit, down, stand, stay, watch, recall, front, and finish.  With each skill, key concepts were 
highlighted and different variations were presented.  After a break, everyone had the 
opportunity to try two Rally Novice courses.  For some of the participants, it was their 
first attempt at rally.  For others, we covered exercises that they had not done 
previously.  It was a learning experience for all.  We finished the clinic working on the 
Beginner Novice Obedience exercises.  Throughout the clinic, you could see the dogs 
and handlers improve. 
 
If you missed the April clinic, not to worry, we have three more Obedience and Rally 
clinics scheduled for June 14, June 29, and July 5.  The clinics are a great way to learn 
and improve upon your dog’s obedience and rally skills with fellow bloodhound 
members.  Plus, we are raising money to support the National!  I look forward to 
working with you and your bloodhounds at the upcoming clinics.  Please see the 
included flyer for full details on the upcoming clinics. 
 
Still not sure if the Obedience and Rally clinics are for you?  Here’s what participants of 
the April clinic had to say. 
 
 

Mike McMillan: 
 
Baskerville and I had a great time at Amanda’s April rally and obedience 
clinic.  It had a very friendly atmosphere with just bloodhounds and their 
handlers, all fellow beginners.  Amanda was very patient with us, 
answering questions and providing individual help when needed.  She 
also recognized that sometimes the dogs just need a little socialization 
time and so allowed some unstructured play time. 
 
My dog seemed to enjoy the sessions, something different yet fairly easy 
to learn.  The skills the dogs were introduced to were often basic behavior 
skills all dogs should know.  I plan to attend additional clinics when 
offered, perhaps I’ll be ready to enter a novice trial at the National. 



Kathy Brown: 
 
This is not the same kind of fun as Trailing and Tracking clinics, where, by 
comparison, the hound is doing her thing and you are just along for the 
ride.  Nor is it anything like the show ring, where you get clear instructions 
as you go – “Bite, please”, “Down and back, please”, and “Go around 
please”. 
 
The Obedience/Rally clinics are one big ice-breaker.  How can you help 
but bond with your fellow victims as your Bloodhound bounds toward you 
on a recall, only to hang a right three feet out and head for the door and 
snack table?  And humble gets a whole new meaning on a Rally course, 
when your hound has clearly digested the instructions and you have not, 
and the instructor lets you and everyone else know it! 
 
Come to an Obedience/Rally as soon as you can and join the Bumbling 
Human club! 
 
 
Pat Moffitt: 
 
Besides fun, great camaraderie, both my dog and I learned a lot of new 
things.  What greater fun than being together with club members and 
learning new things about bloodhounds. 

 
Participants at the April Obedience and Rally clinic.  Left to Right: Mike McMillan and 
Basker, Pat Moffitt and Player, Pam Herranz and Mack, Amanda Gardner and Jasper, 
Kathy Brown and Coco. 



Obedience and Rally: Your First Time in the Ring 
 

By Amanda Gardner 
2014 ABC National Specialty Obedience and Rally Chair 

 
 
Whether it is your first time showing in Obedience and Rally or you have been away 
from the show ring for a while, this article is for you. 
 
 
Which Class to Enter 
Obedience 

Beginner Novice A – The handler must own the dog, or be a member of the 
owner’s household or immediate family, and may not have previously handled 
any dog that has earned any AKC Obedience title. 

Beginner Novice B – The owner or any other person may handle dogs in this class. 
 
Novice A – This class is for dogs that have not won the CD title.  The handler must 

own the dog, or be a member of the owner’s household or immediate family, and 
may not have previously handled any dog that has earned an AKC Novice, 
Open, or Utility title. 

Novice B – The owner or any other person may handle dogs in this class.  A dog 
may continue to compete in Novice B until it receives either a qualifying score in 
the Open class or earns Highest Scoring Dog in the Regular Classes award. 

Rally 
Rally Novice A – Dogs may not have won an AKC Rally Novice (RN) title or any 

AKC Obedience title.  The handler must own the dog, or be a member of the 
owner’s household or immediate family, and may not have previously handled 
any dog that has earned an AKC Rally Novice title or any AKC Obedience title. 

Rally Novice B – Any dog may be entered in this class until a qualifying score in the 
Rally Advanced class is earned. 

 
The Week Before the Show 
Training – The week before a show, continue to train your dog.  Have fun and make it a 

positive experience for your dog.  Set your dog up for success.  This is not the time 
to train new exercises or put the dog in a negative mindset. 

 
What to Bring to the Show 
Collar – Dog must wear a properly fitted collar.  No special training collars, such as 

electronic collars or prong collars, will be permitted.  Nothing may be hanging from 
the collars, not even ID tags.  Examples of appropriate collars include: choke collars, 
martingale collars, buckle collars, etc. 

Leash – The leash must be made of fabric or leather.  For the Beginner Novice 
Obedience class, the handler must use a 6-foot leash.  For all other classes, the 
leash need only be long enough to provide adequate slack during the Heel on Leash 
exercise.  A 4 to 6-foot leash is often used. 



Treats – No treats are allowed in the ring.  Feel free to treat your dog as much as you 
like outside the ring. 

Crate – When you are not in the ring or exercising your dog, it is a good idea to keep 
your dog in their crate so that the dog can rest and stay calm. 

AKC Regulations – Everyone should read the AKC Obedience and Rally Regulations, 
which can be found here: http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/RO2999.pdf.  The 
Regulations explain every exercise and all the rules.  Be familiar with the 
Regulations, you are expected to know them. 

Rally Signs and Descriptions – All of the Rally Signs and Descriptions can be found at 
the end of the AKC Regulations.  Print out the Rally Signs and Descriptions and 
bring them with you when you do the course walkthrough. 

 
Attire 
Wear Something Comfortable – This is not Conformation.  You are not required to 

wear business attire, but you may wear business attire if you so choose.  It is best to 
wear something comfortable.  Consider the weather and the show conditions.  If you 
are on grass, it may be wet.  The grass may be uneven; there may be gopher holes 
and pinecones on the ground.  Unlike Conformation, you cannot wipe your dog’s 
drool in the middle of an exercise, so there is a good chance that drool will end up 
on you. 

Prepare Your Attire Ahead of Time – Plan what you will wear to the show ahead of 
time.  If you wear something the dog is familiar with, less preparation is needed.  If 
you want to wear something new, try it on ahead of time and let your dog familiarize 
itself with your new outfit.  You may find that when you walk, your new pants rub 
together and make a funny noise that spooks your dog.  If you show outdoors and 
plan to wear a hat, make sure your dog is comfortable around you wearing the hat. 

 
Checking In 
Check In – Handlers must check in with the ring steward prior to the start of the class.  

If you have a potential time conflict, let the steward know. 
Armband – When you check in, the steward will give you an armband with your 

number, indicating your dog’s order in the class.  The armband must be worn on the 
handler’s upper left arm, with the number facing outward.  If your class has a 
walkthrough, the armband must be worn while doing the walkthrough. 

Walkthrough – There is a 15-minute walkthrough prior to the start of the Novice A class 
and the Beginner Novice A & B classes.  There is a 10-minute walkthrough prior to 
the start of all Rally classes.  The judge must be available in the ring during this 
period to brief the handlers and answer any questions they might have.  The 
walkthrough is especially important for Rally.  This is your chance to familiarize 
yourself with the course.  Do not skip the walkthrough. 

 



Ring Etiquette 
No Harsh Commands – Loud or harsh commands, intimidating signals, touching the 

dog (unless otherwise specified by the regulations) or any physical corrections will 
be penalized. 

No Training and Disciplining in the Ring – The judge will not permit the handler to 
use excessive verbal commands, to move toward the dog to correct it, or to practice 
any exercise in the ring at any time.  An exhibitor who does so, may be excused. 

Do What the Judge Says – Be respectful and polite.  Obey the judge’s orders and do 
not anticipate.  If the judge mistakenly gives you the wrong command or omits 
something, do what the judge says.  For example, I have had the judge give the 
wrong direction for a turn on the heeling pattern.  Even though I knew which way I 
was supposed to go, I went the way the judge indicated. 

 
In the Ring 
Have Fun, Don’t be Nervous – The most important thing the handler can do is to have 

fun and relax.  If the handler is nervous, that nervous energy will travel down the 
leash to the dog, and the dog will feed off that nervous energy.  This is easier said 
than done, but try to relax. 

Don’t Get Frustrated with Your Dog – Dogs are not robots; every dog has its good 
days and bad days.  If your dog is not doing well in the ring, do not get upset with the 
dog.  Training is the time to work on any issues, not when you are in the ring.  Stay 
calm and continue with the next exercise. 

Handler Error – The biggest reason for a non-qualifying score, is often handler error.  It 
is the handler’s responsibility to know the exercises and regulations.  Especially in 
Rally, know how each sign is performed. 

 
Getting Your Score 
Obedience – In the Beginner Novice class, the judge will inform you if you have earned 

a qualifying score after the last exercise.  In Novice, the judge will inform you if you 
have earned a qualifying score after the group exercises are complete.  At this time, 
you will not know your score, only whether or not you have qualified.  Once all the 
dogs in your class have finished and the judge has tallied the scores, all qualifying 
dogs will be invited back into the ring.  At this time, the judge will announce first 
through fourth place and present the awards.  The judge will then inform the other 
qualifiers of their scores.  When you leave the ring, check with the stewards to get a 
copy of your score sheet.  Score sheets are available for all dogs, those who have 
qualified and those who have not qualified.  Score sheets are available at most, but 
not all, shows.  If time permits, you may ask the judge questions about your score. 

Rally – Scores are posted on a board after each exhibitor finishes.  You will know very 
shortly after you have finished whether or not you have qualified.  Once all the dogs 
in your class have finished, all qualifying dogs will be invited back into the ring.  At 
this time, the judge will announce first through fourth place and present the awards.  
Unlike Obedience, there are no score sheets handed out in Rally.  If time permits, 
you may ask the judge questions about your score. 

 



Spectators 
Please Come Watch – Spectators are most welcome.  Please come watch the 

Obedience and Rally bloodhounds and help show your support for all the hard work, 
training, and dedication that the handlers and dogs have done.  Please keep in mind 
the following guidelines: 

• Do not sit directly at the edge of the ring.  Keeping a few feet distance from 
the edge of the ring is most appreciated. 

• If you have a dog with you, please keep the dog quite to avoid any 
unnecessary distractions to the team in the ring. 

• Please do not give loud commands to your own dog while another team is in 
the ring or imitate arm signals. 

• Please do not leave food on the ground directly at the edge of the ring. 
• Clapping is most appreciated, but hold off all applause until the handler and 

dog team have finished the last exercise. 
• Do not make unsportsmanlike comments.  It is against the AKC Rules and is 

disrespectful.  Just because a dog does not perform well, it does not mean 
they are not prepared or trained. 

Special Instructions for Family of the Handler and Dog – For many dogs, seeing a 
family member or good friend right outside the ring is too distracting.  If this is the 
case, family members should watch from a distance and out of the direct line of sight 
for the dog. 

 



OBEDIENCE AND RALLY CLINICS 
Presented by Amanda Gardner 

 
 
Ever wondered about the sports of 
Obedience and Rally? 
 
Not sure if Obedience and Rally are for 
bloodhounds? 
 
Want to have fun and bond with your 
bloodhound? 
 
Obedience and Rally are for EVERY 
bloodhound. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The clinics are for all dogs, at all levels, from puppy 
and beginner to advanced. 
 
About Amanda Gardner: 
 
Amanda has been training her bloodhound, Jasper, 
in Obedience and Rally for ten years.  Jasper has 
successfully earned six Obedience and Rally titles.  
Jasper is currently training Utility, the highest level of 
competitive obedience.  Amanda has attended 
numerous obedience and rally seminars and 
incorporates several different methods into her 
training techniques.  In addition to Jasper, Amanda 
also trains and shows her Cavalier in obedience and 
rally.

Announcing three clinics for June and July.  Attend One, Attend All! 
 
Clinic   Date    Time    RSVP Deadline 
 
Clinic #1 Saturday, June 14  2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  June 7 
 
Clinic #2 Sunday, June 29  12:30 pm to 3:30 pm June 22 
 
Clinic #3 Saturday, July 5  2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  June 28 
 
All clinics will focus on obedience skills and training, beginner novice obedience, and 
rally novice.  There will be several short breaks and playtime.  Snacks will be 
provided. 



Obedience and Rally Clinics for Bloodhounds West Members 
Presented by Amanda Gardner 

Hosted by San Mateo Dog Training Club (SMDTC) 
 
Clinic #1: Saturday, June 14, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm – RSVP by June 7 
Clinic #2: Sunday, June 29, from 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm – RSVP by June 22 
Clinic #3: Saturday, July 5, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm – RSVP by June 28 
 
Cost: $30 per dog (proceeds, after facility rental fee, go toward the National) 
Location: SMDTC, 217 Old County Road, #8, San Carlos, CA 94070 
 
What to Bring: 

Collar (choke or pinch/prong preferred) 
6 foot leash 
Lots of dog treats and toy (if dog is toy motivated, preferably not a squeaker toy) 
Crate or someone to hold your dog while you do a course walkthrough 
Poop bags 
Cash or Check for $30 payable to Bloodhounds West 
 

Setup: 
Please arrive up to 30 minutes prior to the clinic start time to park, set up a crate, and warm up 
your dog.  Clinic will begin promptly at stated time. 
 

Directions: 
From the North: Take 101 South, exit Ralston Avenue, keep left at the fork and follow signs for 

Harbor Boulevard, merge onto Harbor Boulevard, turn left at Old County Road, after 0.2 miles 
facility will be on the left. 

From the South: Take 101 North, exit Holly Street, turn right onto Old County Road, after 0.6 
miles facility will be on the right. 

 
Facility, Parking, and SMDTC Rules: 

This is an indoor facility with a bathroom.  Tap water is available to fill your dog bowls. 
Parking is extremely limited in the lot.  Do not park in front of any garage doors or in the 
designated spaces in front of the first two businesses closest to the street.  There is ample street 
parking. 
Please potty your dog at the sidewalk.  Do not let your dog potty on any bushes/trees in the 
parking lot or on the ivy along the fence. 

 
RSVP: 

Please RSVP to Amanda Gardner (AGeneMD@aol.com or 650-345-0802) with the following 
information: 

• Dog’s name and age 
• Dog’s level of obedience skills (sit, down, stand, stay, come, heel) 
• Handler’s previous obedience and rally experience 

 
Liability Waiver: 

Bring signed waiver with you to the clinic. 
 

I agree to hold San Mateo Dog Training Club, Bloodhounds West, Amanda Gardner, club members and 
officers, and any helpers, blameless from loss or injury to any person or things caused by any act at this 
function.  I assume full responsibility of the dog(s) I enter and certify that they are current on all 
vaccination shots. 
 
Signature: ___________________________________    Date: _________________ 



TRAILING CAMP 

 

On March 29
th

 and 30
th

, 10 dogs and 13 people braved the rain and cold to participate in the 

Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter trailing camp, held in Windsor, CA.   

 

The camp began on Saturday, as Pat Moffitt, Andy Hilkey, and Carol Thompson helped run the 

participants through a variety of trails, terrains and situations, so they could prepare for the 

mantrailing events to be held at the Bloodhound Nationals in September.  Beginner dogs and 

handlers were separated and given basic instructions on mantrailing.  The more experienced dogs 

were given an opportunity to run a number of trails through the fields and rolling hills of the 

100+ acre Denner Ranch.  Several members of the Denner family came out to watch the hounds 

run trails, and a couple of the family members even volunteered to lay trails for the dogs.  They 

were very impressed with how well the dogs performed. 

 

Denner ranch was a picturesque venue for the camp.  The varied terrain included rows of grape 

vines, rolling hills, tall green grass, trees, and a large creek with eroding banks (washing away 

some of our trail marker flags).  There were also some interesting distractions near the trails, 

including ducks and geese.  On one hillside trail, a small herd of about 30 curious cows and 

calves, came within a few feet of the dogs on the trail.  The dogs didn’t know what to make of 

the cows, and found it hard to focus on the trail.  After the dogs got somewhat used to being near 

these large animals, they successfully ran the trails, while the cows followed closely behind. 

 

On Sunday, under sunnier skies and warmer temperatures, most of the bloodhounds had a chance 

to run a practice MTX trail that was about ¾ of a mile long and between 24-36 hours old.  The 

hounds found two people at the end of the trail, and were tasked with properly identifying the 

person that had laid the trail.  The day culminated with Ted Taylor’s dogs, Mandy and Belle, 

successfully passing their Event Entry Certification Test (EECT).  Congratulations to Mandy and 

Belle!  They are now eligible to compete for their MT titles. 

 

Special thanks go out to Pat, Andy and Carol, who each volunteered their time and knowledge, 

making this trailing camp a tremendous success.  All entry fees collected from the camp went 

directly towards our Nationals fund.  It appeared that all dogs and handlers had a great time.   

 

Additional one day trailing camps will be held on May 25
th

 and June 22
nd

.  All club members 

interested in trailing are encouraged to attend.  The cost for each session is $35 per dog.  Lunch 

is included in the fee.  Please keep an eye out for email announcements or contact Pat Moffitt for 

additional information. 
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