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President’s Message 
 

 
Pamela Herranz, President 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 
 

Dear Fellow Bloodhound Members: 
 

It's 2018, Spring is almost here and we haven't had much rain yet.  We had our first club 
meeting at the Cow Palace dog show in January.  We will have our second club 
meeting at the Hanford dog show on March 10, 2018.   
    First of all, I would like to congratulate Kay Schmitt for being elected as our first 
Honorary Member.  Second, I want to thank Aldo Branch for a very successful Trailing 
Event that we had in November.  Everyone who entered passed, Congratulations! 
    Plans for 2018: 
1.  American Bloodhound Club-Sponsored Agility Trials in Santa Rosa at the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds, March 9, 10 & 11.  PLEASE VOLUNTEER to help Kay Schmitt 
(kaynray@comcast.net) at this 3-day event.  I would like to thank Mike McMillan and 
Pat Moffitt in advance for volunteering, but Kay still needs more volunteers to help her.  
PLEASE HELP!  You can bring your bloodhound to the event.  It's a really fun event to 
watch. 
2.  Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter's Regional Specialty is scheduled for October 
20 & 21 in Pleasanton at the Alameda County Fairgrounds.  Lisa Jones is the show 
chairperson, please contact her if you can help.  ljones1959@icloud.com 
3.  Fun Day - We definitely must have one this year.  Please email me or call me at 
(psherranz@yahoo.com or 650-455-2763) with suggestions for possible activities, 
locations, and dates. 
    Hug your hounds and keep them warm during this cold weather. 
            ~  Pam 
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More on our Cover Dog 
 

By Marina and Michael Mulvey 
 
“Southwind’s Stargazer Lily by M&M” came 
into our lives in August 2016, flying all the 
way from North Carolina.  “Lily” is our first 
Bloodhound, although we have had big 
dogs for years…but not quite 100 lbs worth 
of wrinkles, love, and affection!   We chose 
the breed for their clown-like nature – they 
are goofs, and certainly not aloof.  She 
sincerely loves people.  “Lily” makes us 
laugh everyday!  “Lily’s” favorite activity is 
playing and wrestling with her 6-year-old 
“brown hound” sister, “Rio,” our Chocolate 
Labrador.  Lily also tries to play with both of 
our cats.  She curls up on our leather 
loveseat all night and snuggles in for the 
evenings with us on our living room couch.  
When we let her out of her crate at lunch and at the end of our work day, her 7-foot 
length seems to just keep pouring out of the gate, with her back legs stretching, toes 
pointing and tail trailing on the way out…we have nick-named the move, “Lily 
Longbottom! Dilly Dilly!”  We plan to show her and do mantrailing. 
    At our first dog show, “Lily” won Best of Breed.  She was the only Bloodhound in the 
ring, but she got extra attention and pointers from the gracious Judge. 

    She leaves her mark on us 
everyday: she makes sure we 
don’t leave the house without 
slobber smears on our work 
clothes – especially our dry-
clean-only black pants!  And as 
it has been said about 
Bloodhounds, fur is a condiment 
in our household! 
    She does not bay/howl 
…YET!  She is a pretty quiet 
Bloodhound so far.  When she 
does make a noise, it sounds 
more like a bird… our “Lily 

Bird!”  Her first year, her breeder made a calendar of the litter as a gift for all the new 
families.  “Lily” was Miss August!  
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General Meeting Minutes 
 
 
 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, Minutes 
January 27, 2018 

Held at the Golden Gate Kennel Club Show, Daly City 

 
Annual General Membership Meeting was called to order at 12:10 PM. 
 
A. ROLL CALL 
Present were: Aldo Branch, Amanda Gardner, Debbie Levy, Diane Branch, Lisa Jones, 
Mike McMillan, and Pam Herranz. 
 
B. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Mike moved that the minutes of the June 2017 membership meeting held at Woofstock be 
approved as printed in the September 2017 issue of BONCKERS.  Aldo seconded, motion 
passed. 
 
C. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
Pam reported she has been busy with the activities of the Club but had nothing specific to 
report. 
 
D. REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY 
Pat Moffitt was not able to attend, Mike was acting Secretary. 
 
E. REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Suzi Paine was not able to attend.  Via email, Suzi asks to please remind everyone to send her 
their memories of Myron Robb for both BONCKERS and the ABC Bulletin.  Deadline for 
BONCKERS is Feb. 5, for ABC Bulletin is Feb. 15.  Please share your thoughts about our friend 
Myron for one or both of these tributes.  If you have an old picture that would be great! 
 
F. REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
Aldo reported the financial condition of the Club.  His complete report is presented separately in 
this issue of BONCKERS. 
 
G. REPORT OF COMMITTEES 
1.  Membership.  Aldo reported two new people have applied for membership: Betty Seigal 
and Marti Michalis.  Both applications were previously emailed to the membership for approval; 
no negative comments received.  Mike moved both be accepted into the Club.  Aldo seconded, 
motion passed.  Aldo stated we now have 50 members.  Annual dues are due by January 31. 
 
2.  Trailing.  Aldo reported on the success of the November Judy Robb Memorial Trailing 
Trials.  The date for the 2018 trailing trials was discussed as possibly being combined with the 
October Regional. 
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3.  Rescue.  Pam reported on personnel changes within the West Coast Bloodhound Rescue 
group of volunteers.  Only one hound, “Fred,” is currently available for adoption.  Two others are 
in rehabilitation pending becoming available.  
 
H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1.  Agility Trial.  The sixth annual ABC Agility Trials are coming on March 9-11 at the Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa.  Volunteers are needed to help represent ABC.  Contact 
member Kay Schmitt for more information or to offer your help. 
 
I. NEW BUSINESS 
1.  Regional.  Lisa reported on plans for the 2018 Regional to be held on October 20 & 21, 2018 
(Saturday and Sunday) at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton.  She discussed a 
wide range of issues including thanking those who have already donated financial support, 
selecting judges, upgrading ribbons to something special (Lisa may create them herself), 
trophies and trophy table, basket donations needed, meals (no catering allowed but pot-luck 
OK, perhaps sack lunches), games (50/50 raffle, chuck-a-duck, informal Top 20), and perhaps 
offering AKC scent work classes and CGC testing.  Amanda suggested that the Regional and 
Supported Entry be dedicated to Myron Robb and John Galloway.  Aldo discussed possibility 
of combining the annual Trailing Trial with the Regional. 
 
2.  Honorary Membership.  Mike stated now that we have amended our by-laws to include the 
category of Honorary Member, he would like to nominate Kay Schmitt as our first Honorary 
Member.  Aldo moved that Kay be selected as the first Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter 
Honorary Member.  Diane seconded, motion passed. 
 
3.  ABC Meritorious Service Award.  Mike mentioned that the deadline for nominations for 
people or bloodhounds is April 15.  If anyone has a person or hound in mind that deserves 
special recognition, see the ABC website for criteria and nomination forms. 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:00 PM by 
Aldo, seconded by Lisa.  Motion passed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael McMillan 
      acting Recording Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

 

By Aldo Branch, Treasurer 
 

2017 Year End Financial Report 
 
In accordance with the Bloodhounds West By-Laws, “At the annual meeting the 
Treasurer shall render an account of all monies received and expended during the 
previous fiscal year.”  This financial report was made at the Annual Meeting of the 
General Membership held January 27, 2018, at the Cow Palace in Daly City. 

 

2017 Year End: 
 Opening Balance: $ 18,508.58 
 Deposits:   $   8,253.77 
 Expenses:   $  (6,795.63) 
 Ending Balance:    $ 19,966.72 

 
2018 Year-to-Date: 
 Opening Balance: $ 19,966.72 
 Deposits:   $      773.74 
 Expenses:   $    (200.00) 
 Ending Balance:    $ 20,540.46 
 
Allocated Fund Balances (as of 1/25/2018): 
 Trailing Trials:  $  2,004.72 
 Regionals:   $     276.19 
 Banjo Fund:  $  1,000.00 
 Agility Trials:  $    (500.00) 
 General Fund:  $ 17,759.55 
 

 Total: $ 20,540.46 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Teacher: “Robert, your report on ‘My Pet Bloodhound’ is exactly the same as your 
brother’s.  Did you copy his work?” 
Robert: “No, teacher, it’s the same dog.” 
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ABC Meritorious Service Award  
 
 

From Claudia Williams, MSA Committee Chair 
 

The American Bloodhound Club (ABC) is seeking nominations for their Meritorious 
Service Award (MSA) to be given to a bloodhound and to a person this year.  The 
award is currently only given in even-numbered years. 
    Past members of Bloodhounds West who have received this prestigious award 
include Myron and Judy Robb (2001), Lynne Aquirre (2002), and John and Susan 
Hamil (2003).  Member Cindi Sims’ bloodhound “Sage” (Sherick M&M Heaven Sent) 
was granted the award in 2010. 
     For the bloodhound, the ABC states, “Criteria for this award shall be the per-
formance of extraordinary service to the community by a purebred bloodhound.  
This service must be in the areas of volunteer search and rescue, law 
enforcement work, therapy work, or any other form of service achievement.  
Show or performance event records, including ABC mantrailing titles, are not 
acceptable qualifications for this award.  The owner of the bloodhound need not 
be an ABC member; rather, the dog and owner must have performed exemplary 
service to the community.  Both living and deceased bloodhounds are eligible for 
nomination.” 
    For the individual, the ABC states, “Criteria for the award shall be outstanding 
service to the ABC and/or the bloodhound breed.  Please ensure that the nominee 
has served well beyond the realm of fulfilling an elected office or appointed 
position.  The nominee need not be an ABC member, but must have performed 
exemplary service to our breed.” 
    To enter a nomination for review by the MSA 
Committee, please complete the application shown 
on the ABC website at the link below.  Mail the 
information to Claudia Williams, Committee Chair, 
3116 McBryde Street, Linden, NC 28356 or email it 
to her at: cmwilliams55@centurylink.net 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/meritorious
-services/ 

The nominations must be postmarked 
or emailed by April 15. 

Thank you for your participation! 

Cindi and “Sage,” 2008 
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Membership Update 
 

 

By Aldo Branch, Membership Chair 
 

Membership Renewal 
 

Thank you to the 43 of our 50 members who have already renewed their memberships 
with Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter.  If you have not yet renewed and plan to do 
so, please do so now.  Dues are only $25; a renewal form is included at the end of this 
newsletter. 
    I will be updating the 2018 membership list soon and will have to drop those who 
have not yet renewed.  If you wish to pay via PayPal, our PayPal address is 
bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com.  If you use PayPal, please indicate that your payment 
is for renewal dues, then scan and email your renewal form to me at 
abranchsj@hotmail.com.  Otherwise, please send your renewal form and check to me 
at 233 Sunnyslope Ave., San Jose, CA  95127. 
    Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 
   ~ Aldo Branch 

 

When Bloodhounds go to heaven, they aren’t given wings… 

…their ears are simply “activated.”“Jasper” 2003-2017 
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Honorary Membership 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 

~ Honorary Member ~ 

Kay Schmitt 
Bloodhounds West is exceptionally pleased to elect Kay Schmitt as our first
Honorary Member by unanimous vote during the Annual Membership Meeting,
January 27, 2018.  Kay with husband Ray joined Bloodhounds West in 1987.
She has served at least 20 years as an elected officer and, with Ray, was also
editor of BONCKERS.  Given with warmest appreciation for your many years of
outstanding service to the Club and to Bloodhounds.  
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Bloodhounds West History  
 
 

5 Years Ago.  In the March 2013 BONCKERS, 

President Cindi Sims talked about preparations for the 
2014 ABC National coming to Sacramento.  There were 
a lot of committees to staff.  At the Golden Gate show, 
liver and tans took top honors with “Muldoon” taking Best 
of Breed, “Player” taking Best Opposite, and “Ditto” 
taking Select Dog.  Pat Moffitt described a trailing camp 
coming in April in Windsor.  John Galloway wrote an 
article about disaster preparedness as it applies to 
bloodhounds.  And in preparation for a by-law review, the 
Constitution and By-laws were published in full.  
 

10 Years Ago.  In the March 2008 BONCKERS, President Tim Robertson talked 

about the coming show at Gavilan and the ABC 
National in Long Beach.  Amanda Gardner wrote 
about “Jasper’s” recent accomplishments, passing 
the third leg of Obedience Novice to earn the 
Companion Dog (CD) title and passing first leg of 
Rally Advanced.  Cindi Sims wrote about how her 
new hound, “Sage,” has touched her life as never 
expected.  The issue ended with a memorial page 
to “Violet” owned by Myron and Judy Robb and 
Tim and Sherry Robertson. 

 

20 Years Ago.  In the May 1998 BONCKERS, 

President Karen Crary talked about a coming Club Fun 
Day at Casa De Fruita and that the ABC National was 
being held in May in Winter Haven, Florida.  Member 
Shannon Olmstead wrote a story of her first 
bloodhound.  It started, “Why I wanted a Bloodhound is a 
question I’ve asked all my life – especially lately.  When I 
would say I wanted one, my mom would say something 
like, “Yea, that’s what you need – an old lazy dog’ or 
‘Coon by yah, Shannon’.”  But she connected with Kay 
Schmitt and then Lynne Aguirre.  Lynne’s bitch 
“Elizabeth” was about to have a litter and Shannon 
ended up with a male puppy she named “Biff.”  Sarah 
Buckley wrote about her rescue of a one-year-old red male, “George Henry,” from 
foster family Brenda and Walt Howard in Texas. 
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Myron Robb (1938-2017)  
 

By Suzi Paine 
 

Myron’s association with bloodhounds 
and the American Bloodhound Club 
started in 1972 when he and Judy 
purchased their foundation bitch from the 
Sinkinsons of The Rectory.  Her name 
was The Rectory’s Welcome, but she was 
better known as “PITA,” a nickname 
bestowed on her by Reverend Sinkinson 
himself.  The first Pine Hollow litter was 
born on Labor Day, 1974, and produced 
eleven puppies.  Of the eleven, nine were 
champions, five were group placers, two 
were Regional Specialty winners and one, 
Ch Pine Hollow’s Yankee Doodle, became 
the second bloodhound in the state of California to earn a Best in Show.  “Yankee” was 
the first of many Pine Hollow bloodhounds to accomplish this honor.  Other Pine Hollow 
show dogs of note included “Ace”, Ch Roclin’s Image of Pine Hollow; “Bogey”, Ch 
York’s Bogey of Pine Hollow; “Glory”, BISS Ch Pine Hollow’s Old Glory; “Nacho”, BISS 
Ch Button Bay’s Chips and Salsa; and most recently “Harriet”, BISS GCh Pine Hollow’s 
Watch For Ice.  The Robb’s limited and careful breeding program was known for its 

consistent type and temperament, and for 
dogs that were capable of fulfilling both “form 
and function”, with all the traits of the perfect 
working dog that adhered closely to the breed 
standard. 
    Myron and Judy became American 
Bloodhound Club members in 1972 and 
Myron held many offices and appointed 
positions over the next 45 years, including two 
two-year terms as President, from 1994-96 
and from 1999-2001.  He was instrumental in 
developing the ABC Standing Book of Rules 

and wrote many of the original rules for that document.  He also was involved in the 
creation of our Events Handbook, and was the original club Historian, a position he held 
for many years.  In addition, he sat on the Meritorious Service Award (MSA) Committee, 
replacing his wife Judy upon her death in July, 2010.  Myron and Judy were made 
Honorary Members of the ABC in 2000, and were the recipients of the MSA in 2001 for 
their extraordinary contributions to both the ABC and the bloodhound breed. 
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    Myron and Judy were part of the founding group 
of Bloodhounds West in 1974.  Bloodhounds West 
has been a highly active and successful regional 
Bloodhound club ever since.  It has hosted many 
Regional and National Specialties and supports one 
of the ABC’s most respected breed rescue 
programs.  Bloodhounds West Breed Rescue is the 
only organization to date to have been honored with 
the ABC MSA, awarded in 1998.  Myron served in 
many capacities for Bloodhounds West over the 
years, as Treasurer, Vice President, and President 
for multiple terms.  He was known for his calm and 
sensible leadership and his ability to treat all sides 
of every situation with objectivity and respect. 
    Myron judged Sweepstakes for several Regional 
Specialties, most recently for Bloodhounds West’s 
Regional Specialty in Hollister, California in May 

2016.  He also was Breeder-Judge for the ABC Top Twenty event at the 2011 National 
Specialty in Clarkston, Washington.  Most recently he served as onsite Show Secretary 
for the 2017 National Specialty in Ocean Shores, Washington, and enjoyed the 
opportunity to share memories there with many old ABC friends. 
    Myron retired in 1993 and he and Judy moved to the beautiful log home they built 
high in the Ponderosa forest near Pioneer, California.  In addition to his dedication to his 
family, bloodhounds, the ABC, and Bloodhounds West, Myron enjoyed feeding the deer 
who came to the property every day for their 
afternoon snack, doing chores around the 
homestead, playing with his Bulldog “Dudie” 
and Maine Coon cats “Ziggy” and “Chloe,” 
visiting with friends, and helping with the San 
Joaquin Kennel Club’s annual dog show.  Most 
recently he worked on their 100th anniversary 
show in November 2017, and also attended the 
Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter’s annual 
Judy Robb Memorial Trailing Trial on Thanks-
giving weekend in Sacramento, where he once 
more got to spend time sharing club history and 
memories with other members.   
    Myron left us unexpectedly right after Christmas in 2017.  His passing leaves an 
empty space in the bloodhound community that cannot be filled. 
 

All those who knew him mourn the loss of this special 
gentleman who was unfailingly cheerful, kind, and fair. 
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Winston Adcock (1936-2017)  
 
 
Bloodhounds West member Winston Adcock, husband to Barbara Adcock, passed 
away in January after a long illness.  While Winston's dogs included German 
Shepherds, he was best known in the Club as a bloodhound handler who saw his 
beloved “Ranger” in every hound he met. 
    Winston was active in search and rescue earning his 35-year patch with the 
California Rescue Dog Association shortly before he passed.  His first bloodhound was 
a rescue, “Zulu,” who became mission-ready and found several missing people, 
including a naked woman.  His second hound, “Sunshine,” also had successful finds.  
Altogether he was involved in over 108 missing person searches. 
 

His bright “Aloha!” spirit will be missed. 
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Bloodhounds in Literature  
 
 
Georgann Prochaska, a Bloodhounds West member, is a retired teacher who now 
writes mystery stories.  Her second book in the Snoopypuss series is called “The Case 
of the Hound Who Didn’t Stay,” a portion presented below. 
    The story takes place in the Midwestern town of Dingle Grove, amateur sleuth Alice 
and friend Lena are once again snooping into lives, this time joined by Audrey, “a goofy 
but lovable bloodhound.”  An elderly man disappears and the hound finds him digging in 
an open field, weeping.  As Alice signals her dog it's time to leave, Audrey lies down 
nearby, her jaw flat against the earth.  Suspecting her hound is indicating a buried 
cadaver, Alice questions whether she should alert the police.  And the mystery begins. 
 

    “Okay, girl.  I know it’s hot, but this is it,” said Alice.  She held the bag open 
and the dog’s nose plunged deep; as she inhaled, she closed her eyes, showing 
her appreciation of scent.  After a moment, Alice said, “Here we go, Audrey, 
find.” 
    The hound’s nose dropped to the ground.  The loose skin of her face slid 
forward, covering her eyes, blinding her to everything except odors.  Her long 

ears swept the ground around the car until Alice felt 
the leash jolt with rock-steady concentration. 
    Together, the pair veered past front doors and 
skirted through unfenced yards, past an unusual 
house with a gigantic sunflower mural painted on the 
siding, and through a children’s park.  They hippity-
hopped through more backyards, and then, as they 
approached Airport Road, Audrey’s sniffing went from 
ground to air. 
    Alice looked ahead.  Two blocks down, a small 
figure sat on the ground in an open field.  Alice wound 
Audrey’s leash around her hand to maintain control, 
then pulled out her cell and called Martinez. 
   “I think we found him up ahead,” Alice said into her 
phone.  “Airport Road and Jersey.” 
    “On it,” replied Martinez. 

    Audrey pulled forward with a baritone bark before going into her customary 
throaty baying, announcing her accomplishment.  Alice let her pull forward to 
where the old man sat . . .                                                (Sources: book and Amazon.com)  
 
(Editor: Georgann states her “next mystery, The Case of the Ex Who Plotted Revenge, has Audrey doing 
more rescue, this time offering the heat of her body to keep a man from dying.  The members of your 
organization and your newsletter have been extremely helpful in allowing me to add color to the 
mysteries.  Please tell everyone how grateful I am for the stories they share and the pictures they post.”) 
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These three photos from Lisa Jones

Bloodhound Event  
 
 
On January 27 and 28, Bloodhounds West members were at the Cow Palace in Daly 
City for the annual Golden Gate Kennel Club show.  In addition to time in the ring, the 
show provided an opportunity for the public to meet and greet dog breeds at special 
“benches” organized by breeds.  “Mack’s” loud baying brought many a curious visitor to 
the bloodhound benches where “Luke,” “Mack,” “Saidee,” and “Wanda” awaited them.  
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Conformation Show Results 
 

 

Prepared by Kay Schmitt 
 

January 5, 2018 INLAND EMPIRE HOUND CLUB  
   Judge: Mrs. Sue Bownds 
 1/9-12 puppy:  Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 1/12-18: Wychway’s Miss Stachio 
  1/W/BOW: Nunya’s You’ll Be Charmed by Brewdun 
 
January 6, 2018 KENNEL CLUB OF PALM SPRINGS 
  Judge: Mr. Jamie Hubbard 
 1/9-12 puppy: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 1/W: Wychway’s Miss Stachio 
   
January 7, 2018 KENNEL CLUB OF PALM SPRINGS 
  Judge: Mr. Douglas Johnson 
 1/RW: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 
January 14, 2018 LONG BEACH KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mrs. Barbara Dempsey Alderman 
 1/W/BOS/BOBOH: Wychway’s Miss Stachio 
 
January 27, 2018 GOLDEN GATE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. David Bolus 
 1/W: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 SELECT: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney, MTX 
 BOB: GCH Quiet Creek’s Blarney Stone 
 BOS, BOBOH: GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden, MTX 
 
January 27, 2018 ORANGE EMPIRE DOG CLUB 
  Judge: Col. Joe B. Purkhiser 
 1/W/BOS:  Wychway’s Miss Stachio 
 
January, 28, 2018 GOLDEN GATE KENNEL CLUB 
  Judge: Mr. Jeffrey G. Pepper 
 1/WBP/PG4: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 SELECT: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney, MTX 
 BOS: 1 GCH pt.: GCH Quiet Creek’s Blarney Stone 
 BOB: 3 GCHpts: GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden, MTX 
 
January, 28, 2018 ORANGE EMPIRE DOG CLUB   
  Judge: Mrs. Pamela B. Peat 
 1/W/BOS: Wychway’s Miss Stachio 
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February 17, 2018 SANTA CLARA VALLEY KC 
  Judge: Dr. Steven D. Herman 
 1/W: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 SELECT: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney, MTX 
 BOS: GCH Quiet Creek’s Blarney Stone CGC 
  BOB/BOBOH/OHGr4: 3GCH pts.  
   GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden, MTX 
 
February 18, 2018 SANTA CLARA VALLEY KC 
  Judge: Mr. William G. Daugherty 
 1/W: Quiet Creek’s Let It Bee 
 SELECT: GCH Quiet Creek’s Blarney Stone CGC 
 BOS: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney, MTX 
 BOB/BOBOH/OHGr1: 3GCH pts. 
   GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden, MTX 

Can you hear me-ow?

Photo by Nona Perez
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Hosted by Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 

ABC Southwest Regional Specialty  
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Bloodhounds West Event 
 

 

“Bloodhounds West Sponsors Sixth ABC Agility Trial” 
by Kay Schmitt 

 

Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter is sponsoring 
the American Bloodhound Club’s Agility Trials at the 
Lyttle Cow Palace at the Sonoma County 
Fairgrounds on March 9, 10, and 11.  The event 
allows dogs of any breed to compete in the sport of 
Agility and earn titles.  Our participation provides a 
nice profit for our chapter. 
    We provide coffee and donuts each morning and 
lunch each noon for the contract workers who set up 
and take down the equipment.  We bring our folding chairs, and often our bloodhounds 
(and their crates) who watch the action with us.  Please come and help us set up the 
tables, serve, and represent our club.  We need you!! 
    We hope to have dog toys to sell again.  They are always scooped up as quickly as 
they are put out.  Proceeds from the toy sales go to our Bloodhound Rescue.  Pat will 
also have two bins of very slightly used books to sell at 25 cents each. 
    “Hogies” are on the menu for Friday, Domino’s pizza on Saturday, and Subway 
sandwiches on Sunday.  Bottled water on ice is a must with condiments on our 
shopping list as well.  Please contact Chairman Kay Schmitt  (415-479-7154 or 
kaynray@comcast.net) if you can come for all or part of a day.  Reminder: Daylight 
Saving Time begins that Sunday morning!  

 
 

(Must have some green in the March issue)
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Bloodhound Movie Quiz  
 
 
These images are from a classic 1958 crime film that tells the story of two escaped 
prisoners, one white and one black, who are shackled together and who must co-
operate in order to survive. It stared Tony Curtis, Sidney Poitier, and a pack of four 
bloodhounds.  Nominated for seven Academy Awards, it won two: Best Cinema-

tography and Best Writing, Story and Screenplay.  Can you name the movie? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer to the December Bloodhound Movie Quiz: the 1996 movie starring John Travolta, Kyra 
Sedgwick, Forest Whitaker, Robert Duvall, and “Atilla” the bloodhound was Phenomena. 
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Bloodhounds in the News 
 
 
BROWARD CO., FL - South Florida authorities have a new weapon in the search for 
missing people: a team of bloodhounds and horses.  This month, they trained for the 
first time on ways to work together without stepping on each other’s paws or hooves. 
    “It was seamless, the horses and the dogs were like ‘OK, whatever.  This is cool.’ 
They did great,” said Broward Sheriff’s Deputy Kelli Covet, who trains bloodhound 
Macie.  She is one of three sheriff’s handlers responding to missing persons cases 
throughout Broward.  The other bloodhounds in the unit are Macie’s brother, Wyatt, and 
Amber. 
    During their first encounter, horses from the all-volunteer Mounted Posse lined up 
behind trail-sniffing bloodhounds. They served as the dogs’ eyes and ears, combing for 
evidence. Dogs remained razor-focused with wet noses to the ground.  And those 
noses — with 4 billion scent receptors — are impressive. To compare, a German 
Shepherd has 220 million scent receptors; a human nose has 5 million. 
    “When I’m tracking [a scent], I’m just looking where my dog is going,” Covet said. “If 
I’m in a big open field, she’s taking me on a track and I’m watching her.  Of course, I’m 
not going to always see what’s to the left and to the right of me.”  That’s where the 
Mounted Posse jumps in, looking for clues to help guide the bloodhounds. 
    “We’re sitting on horses. We’re high up in the air. We can see way down the trail or 
we can see over fences into people’s backyards or into swimming pools,” said Don 
Maines, a sheriff’s civilian employee who runs the posse. “We can see down canal 
banks if anything is on the trail or if there might be someone floating in the canal bank. 
So that’s our advantage: being on top of the horse.”  Horses can also walk through 
brush to check on a trail that a dog can no longer follow because of dense foliage. 

(Erika Pesantes, Sun Sentinel) 
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DANBURY, CT - A missing state police bloodhound was found safe and sound Friday 
morning, according to state police.  Texas, a police K9, had been missing in Danbury 
since Wednesday. 

    Danbury police reached out to state police around 6 
p.m. Wednesday for help to find a man who was missing 
in the area of Wooster Mountain.  The State Police K9 
Search and Rescue Teams, state police bloodhound 
teams and a state police helicopter responded to help. 
    But during the search, a state police handler lost his 
footing in steep terrain and lost “possession” of K9 Texas’ 
15-foot leash.  K9 Texas was pulling strongly up the 
slope, continued tracking up the ledge and was nowhere 
in sight when the trooper reached the top of the hill, state 
police said. 
    “You tell a shepherd stop, our shepherds stop.  You tell 
a bloodhound to stop, the bloodhound says, ‘I’m on a 
scent right now so you’re going to have to catch up with 
me,” Trooper Kelly Grant said.           (nbcconnecticut.com) 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
MAYWOOD, NJ - Maywood's new superstar bloodhound found a missing man huddled 
from the cold and trying to find warmth in a Hillsdale bank vestibule after he'd wandered 
off from a New Year's Eve celebration without a coat.  
    Officer Chris Nichols and his year-old tracker, "Remi," were summoned five hours 
after the Pennsylvania man left a New Year's restaurant celebration in the middle of the 
frigid night without his belongings.  
    Remington took the scent from the man's 
jacket, then led Nichols about a half-mile to the 
ATM at a local bank a half-mile away.  There, 
police found the freezing man using carpet tiles 
as a blanket.  EMTs were immediately called.  
    "Remi," who's been certified for just two 
months recently joined another Maywood 
bloodhound, Zoey, giving the department the 
only two of its breed in Bergen County law 
enforcement.  "Bloodhounds are the only law 
enforcement K-9 able to scent discriminate, 
meaning they trail one scent, ignoring all others, 
to its conclusion," Maywood police said. "This 
makes them extremely useful in situations involving contamination and lengthy time 
frames."  (Jerry DeMarco, Hackensack Daily Voice) 
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GREENWOOD CO., SC - An eight-year veteran of the 
county's bloodhound tracking team will be retiring to a farm 
with wide, open spaces for him to enjoy, according to a 
release from the Greenwood County Sheriff's Office.  Blue 
the bloodhound officially retired from the Greenwood County 
Sheriff's Office's bloodhound unit on Dec. 27. 
    He was the team's lead hound since Ruby retired January 
2017, and during his career he helped track down missing 
people and suspected criminals.  Blue's last major job, was 
helping track a suspect in a bank robbery case in August in 
Calhoun Falls, the release said 
    Blue was about 6 months old when the York County 
Sheriff's Office gave him to Greenwood as a gift.  He's now 
been adopted by a local farmer who has ties to the tracking 
team, the release said. 
    "Blue has been a key member of our team for a long time, 
he has always been ready to go when it's time to hunt for 
somebody," said Sgt. Jeff Graham, commander of the 
bloodhound team.  "Anytime we retire a hound it is hard, but 
when one has served as well as Blue, it is a well-deserved retirement."  (Index-Journal) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA - A man suspected to be in possession of a stolen vehicle 
was tracked down by a Rancho Cucamonga police K-9 named Dare this week. 
    Deputies became aware of the situation when they spotted the stolen vehicle heading 
west through the intersection of Arrow Route and Haven Avenue around 7:45 p.m., 
according to a Rancho Cucamonga Police Department news release.  It was unclear 
when the vehicle was reported stolen. 
    Dale Ivy, a 45-year-old Lancaster resident, was driving the car with two passengers, 

police said.  After being located by police, he allegedly 
pulled the car into the parking area of a nearby apartment 
complex and fled into the building.  Deputies detained the 
car’s other two occupants but determined they had not been 
involved in the theft. 
    A perimeter was erected to contain Ivy, and K-9 Dare 
arrived at the scene.  After being given a scent sample from 
an item of Ivy’s she was able to trace him to a tree that was 
behind a block wall, officials said. 
    Ivy was removed from the tree by deputies and arrested 
on suspicion of possessing a stolen vehicle, police said. 

    Dare and her sister, Deja, are both bloodhounds who joined the force in October 
2013.  Their trainer referred to the pair as the “Ferraris” of scent-tracking, police said. 
(Erika Martin, KTLA.com) 
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Oakieacres Red Ranger (2007-2017)  

 
By Barbara and Winston Adcock 

 

“Ranger” was meant to be 
a search and rescue 
(SAR) dog, however 
Winston's health pre-
vented him from realizing 
that goal.  “Ranger” 
started tracking in our 
backyard from the day we 
brought him home.  He 
quickly earned his AKC 
tracking dog (TD) and 
then his ABC mantrailer 
(MT) titles.  He trained in 
fields as well as once a 
week in urban neigh-
borhoods on overnight 
trails.  He loved to find 
people at the end of the 
trail and would get all 
wiggly when he got near 
his subject. 
    “Ranger” was a big, 
goofy dog who had a glint in his eyes when he stole something--like a roll of toilet tissue 
from the bathroom.  He liked to retrieve a big fuzzy ball that he would hide in his mouth.  
He was an incorrigible thief.  The top of the refrigerator was the only safe place for 
things he wanted and should not have. 
    “Ranger” made friends easily with both people and dogs.  He was very gentle with 
toddlers and we could rely on him to not knock over old people.  He also got along with 
our chickens and did not chase the backyard squirrels.  One day when I was trying to 
put the chickens away one was missing.  I found it lying right next to “Ranger.”  The red 
hen and red dog blended together lying in the grass. 
    He appeared to really enjoy going to obedience class.  He was a dog that the 
instructors would put between reactive dogs since he had a calming influence on them.  
He loved the treats and the attention that went along with the class. 
 

Most of all he was a great companion.  We miss him. 
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“Isabelle” (2010-2017)  

 
By Jennifer and Jason Addison 

 

We knew for a long time that we wanted to get a bloodhound, but the timing never 
seemed right.  After moving to California from frigid Alaska in 2010, we got in touch with 
Bloodhounds West to help us find the perfect dog.  In April 2011, they received 
“Isabelle” as a rescue. 
    From the moment we met her while she was being fostered at Pat Moffit’s home 
near Santa Rosa for Northern California Bloodhound Rescue, we knew “Isabelle” was 
the girl for us.  “Isabelle” was a 1-year-old black-and-tan bloodhound with a beautiful 
black saddle and the most expressive eyebrows.  She fell in love with Jason at first 
sight, crying and whining loudly when he briefly left her kennel and walked out of her 

field of view.   
    When we got “Isabelle” home that first 
evening, it was clear that she had some fear 
issues.  Initially she would not walk on our 
wooden floors; she just sat on the rug in the 
middle of the living room and refused to leave.  
With a little coaxing, love, and food we were 
able to get her off the rug, and by the end of the 
week, she was chasing balls and sliding across 
the floor without a care.  Despite overcoming 
her fear of wood floors, she still had plenty of 

other things to dread: any other slick floor at the vet or pet store, crashing waves at the 
beach, and even the kiddie pool in her kennel.  The only time she got in the kiddie pool 
was when it was completely dry. 
    “Isabelle” quickly became a celebrity in our neighborhood, making friends with any 
person who would greet her.  We could always tell when her favorite people were out in 
their yards by watching her nose pop and her 
giant tail start wagging in anticipation. After a 
while, Jason and I became known as 
“Isabelle’s parents” by all of our neighbors, 
and we were quite happy that “Isabelle” was 
so universally loved. 
    We would also often take “Isabelle” for 
walks at the local and regional parks, and one 
of her favorite things to do was “crittering.”  
Whenever she would come across a ground 
squirrel den, she would instantly snap into 
Stealth Hound mode – freezing, then ever-so-
slowly creeping toward the den, one paw at a 
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time… at full height and in full view of the squirrel.  Usually the squirrel would watch, 
perhaps surprised that this large dog thought she could sneak up on it.  At the last 
minute the squirrel would dive into the hole to safety.  “Isabelle” was never successful, 
partly due to being held back by her leash, but she never stopped trying.   
    With the help of Pat Moffitt and John Galloway, we also learned more about trailing, 
and would lay trails for her to keep her entertained.  Even though “Isabelle” only 
received her EECT certificate, Jason and I would often lay very elaborate training trails 
for her. Of course she did have days where she would rather chase geese and lick 
children than work the trail.  Her favorite trails were when Jason would hide in the 
neighborhood after returning from a work trip; she would drag me straight to him, 
whining all the way. 
    Just like any other proud doggie owners, we have lots of other memories of 
“Isabelle,” too.  “Isabelle” was quite the beach bum and loved to lounge around in the 
warm sand, especially when she was being hand-fed treats to be good.  Every 
Christmas we would take her with us up into the Santa Cruz Mountains to help us hunt 
for the perfect tree.  
    

Unfortunately, all good doggie stories come to an end.  Last summer, “Isabelle” started 
to slow down a bit on her walks.  When we took her to the vet, they found that she had 
widespread organ cancer, and she passed away in August.  Losing “Isabelle” was hard 
but after the wonderful 6.5 years we had with her, and our experience with other 
bloodhounds (and their humans) as part of Bloodhounds West, we know it is the only 
breed for us. 
 

Every goober and every stubborn stand-off is worth it for the 
 goofy, wrinkly love of a bloodhound. 
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Bloodhound Health  
 
 
The September 2017 issue of BONCKERS included an article titled “Reduce GDV Risk 
Through Breeding?”  Interest remains high on gastric dilatation-volvulus (GDV) as it is 
one of the leading causes of death in bloodhounds. 
    In the United Kingdom, Fiona Mackenzie of Moorlander Bloodhounds has invited 
bloodhound enthusiasts to take part in a Bloat and Torsion Survey to gather empirical 
data on hounds and GDV.  Gillian Lamb described the survey in the 2017 Christmas 
Newsletter of The Bloodhound Club.  Fiona has granted BONCKERS permission to 
include her survey request in our newsletter and welcomes our participation. 
    Fiona writes, “I have now had bloodhounds for just over 20 years and have sadly just 
had my first death to a torsion – but I have experienced it six times previously and 
thankfully all of them survived – interestingly only 50% had recently eaten.  I think only 
science can explain why, when a number of hounds are treated exactly the same in a 
household, fed and exercised the same that for some reason one will blow.  However, I 
would like to try to help compile some reports of this dreadful condition, which I hope 
everyone will help with, so perhaps when more has been found out from other studies 
or we are able to do our own research we have some background information on 
hounds who survived, as well as the terrible losses. 
 
    Please, could people who have ever experienced it (GDV) with their hounds let me 
know the following? 
1) How old were the hounds? 
2) Did they need surgery? 
3) Did they survive? 

 If yes: a) How old were they when they died and what caused their eventual death? 
   b) Did they blow again after surviving surgery? 
 If no: When did they die: 
   a) Before surgery could start? 
   b) During surgery? 
   c) Shortly after? 
4) How long after food did it happen? 
5) Is it known if parents or siblings have also suffered torsions? 
6) Are they fed on stand (an elevated bowl)? 
7) What are they fed on (dry kibble, canned food, raw diet, etc.)? 
8) Breed if not a bloodhound?  (I’m happy to include other breeds) 
9) Anything else that you consider could be significant? 
 
    I am really hoping to get a good response to this initial survey, with the intention of 
then doing it annually.  I should add I am doing this independently, not in conjunction 
with either breed club (The Bloodhound Club or The Association of Bloodhound 
Breeders), but I am hopeful both will be supportive on such an important issue. 
    Also, I do not need any names of hounds, just the torsion information. 
    Thank you very much, please email me at moorlander@bloodhoundbreeders.co.uk.” 
 

Fiona Mackenzie, Moorlander Bloodhounds 
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Bloodhound Humor  
 

Back by popular demand, the dynamic duo of “Darla” and “Denali”. 

They have a 

high rate of 

return. 

Why is that?

I recommend 

you invest in 

tennis balls. 
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West Coast Bloodhound Rescue - Update 
 
 

 
Meet 6-year-old “Fred.”  “Fred” is looking for his forever home.  He is sweet and good in 
the car.  He should go to a home that has another dog to keep him company and have a 
6-foot fenced backyard as “Fred” can climb short fences.  “Fred” is very smart and 
would love to share life with an experienced hound family who is active.  “Fred” is being 
fostered in Cameron Park, CA with Debbie Knochenhauer. 
    “Daisy” is a 9-year-old red bloodhound, she weighs about 80 lbs.  She is currently 
being fostered at Dawn Smith's Daphneyland in Acton, CA.  “Daisy” can only be 
adopted by a female as she is afraid of men.  Daisy loves road trips, she can travel 
forever. 
    For an adoption application please email info@wcbhr.org and one will be sent to you. 

https://www.facebook.com/westcoastbloodhoundrescue.org/ 
 

    Jessica Dickson and Pat Moffitt have left West Coast Bloodhound Rescue, we 
thank them for their significant contributions over the years.  Erica Weis (Secretary), 
Kristy Abdallah, and Lizzie Landers are helping me.  Dawn Smith, Nancy 
Carpenter, and Judy Brubaker are our guiding advisors since they've been doing 
rescue for decades.  We have an opening for the Treasurer position for the rescue.  
Please email me at info@wcbhr.org if you are interested in volunteering. 
            ~ Pam Herranz 
 
 
 

“Fred” “Daisy”

Bloodhound owners 
often need more than 

a month 
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British Bloodhounds 
 

 
 

Bloodhound Lifeline is a sister organization in the 
United Kingdom (UK) operating to rescue bloodhounds 
since 2008.  They had an active year’s end as they report 
in their Christmas newsletter: 
 

    “As some of you know, someone (and WOULDN'T we 
love to know who) sold a litter of five pack bloodhounds 
to a Manchester pet shop. The phone lines and emails 
went wild, "What was Bloodhound Lifeline going to do 

about it?"  
    Sadly, in a case like this there is nothing we CAN do.  It is 
not illegal and, as a charity we are unable to buy hounds, 
they must be handed over.  We did what we could, 
telephoned the Master, found out roughly where they had 
come from and hassled the shop.  They would NOT hand 
them over.  
    By this stage three had been sold.  Liz Golding bought 
one so we knew at least one was safe, leaving just one left.  
Step forward Eileen who hit the Facebook page and raised 
enough money from private donations to buy her. 
    Denise went to the shop, played the idiot pet owner, and 
walked away with her "pedigree bloodhound."  Perhaps 

trading standards would be interested?  
    The bad press the shop has received and the constant hassle from bloodhound 
people MAY make them think again.  Unfortunately their license to sell puppies remains 
intact.  The last puppy has now gone to a home after a short foster.” 
    They were also able to rescue “Diana,” “a bloodhound from Spain who had her 
babies under a hedge where the office occupants demanded the police remove her 
while she was having her litter.  Her babies were crosses of course and although kind 
people took her in for the night, all died but two.  She was really ill and starved and full 
of infection so the two puppies went to a kind person to 
raise and “Diana” went to an amazingly kind but poor 
rescue agency to be looked after. Through various 
Facebook contacts we were asked to help. We raised the 
money for “Diana” to come to us.  “Diana” hit the new Home 
jackpot here!”  
   Eileen Peers says, “We are surrounded by people who 
are so kind here, and although we have nothing like the 
problems of the USA we cover all the UK.  Rescue is so 
rewarding to me.” 

Visit their website:  http://www.bloodhoundlifeline.org.uk/  
 or join their Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1505999483050589/  

Remaining pet shop hound 

“Diana” in her new home
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Bloodhounds in Song 
 
 
Victoria Spivey (1906–1976), sometimes known as Queen Victoria, was an American 
blues singer and songwriter.  Her recording career spanned 40 years, from 1926 to the 
mid-1960s.  She also performed in vaudeville and clubs, sometimes with her sister 
Addie "Sweet Peas" (or "Sweet Pease") Spivey (1910–1943).  Among her 
compositions is Bloodhound Blues.  Lyrics below were taken from The Blues Line: 
Blues Lyrics from Leadbelly to Muddy Waters, edited by Eric Sackheim in 1969. 
 

Bloodhound Blues by Victoria Spivey 
 

Well I poisoned my man 
 I put it in his drinking 
Now I’m in jail Ohhhhhhhhh 
 And I can’t keep from thinking  Bloodhounds are on my trail 
  Mmmmmmm 
I poisoned my man  Bloodhounds are on my trail 
 I put it in his drinking cup They want to take me back 
Well it’s easy to go to jail  To that cold old lonesome jail 
 But lord, they sent me up 
  Well I know I done wrong 
Well I broke out of my cell  But he kicked me and blacked my eye 
 When the jailer turned his back I done it in a passion 
I broke out of my cell  I thought it was a fashion 
 When the jailer turned his back 
But now I’m so sorry I know I’ve done wrong 
 Bloodhounds are on my track  But he kicked me and blacked my eye 
  But if the bloodhounds ever catch me 
Bloodhounds, bloodhounds  In the ‘lectric chair I’ll die 
 Bloodhounds are on my trail 
Bloodhounds, bloodhounds 
 Bloodhounds are on my trail 
They want to take me back 
 To that cold cold lonesome jail 
 

 
To hear Victoria sing Bloodhound Blues, click this 
link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rH_2anZUgeQ 

(Source: Wikipedia, YouTube,  and book)
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Bloodhound Trailing Report 
 
 

By Aldo Branch, Trailing Chair 
 

Well, once again it is time to take a look back at our 
trailing activities and accomplishments over the past 
year.   
 

Trailing camps.  We held three trailing camps, a 

one-day camp in February in Santa Rosa, a two-day 
camp in April in Sacramento, and a final one-day 
camp in October, again in Santa Rosa.  The 
February camp was poorly attended, with only two 

dogs participating.  The April camp was held at Gibson Ranch and was attended by 
seven dogs.  Stacy Mattson came up from Southern California to help Pat Moffitt train 
us.  It was an excellent practice session, and because of poor weather one day, the 
dogs got practice running trails in the rain.  It 
was cold and wet, but still a lot of fun.  Our 
final day in October was to get ready for our 
November trailing trial.  We had five dogs 
participate, including one first timer.  The 
trailing camps clearly helped get us ready for 
the trailing trial. 
 

Trailing Trial.  Our annual Judy Robb 

Memorial Trailing Trial was a great success.  

It was held at Gibson Ranch Park in the  
Sacramento area.  The facility was in 
good condition, and the weather was cool 
to mild, and dry, perfect conditions for 
trailing.  Even though we were approved 
for 11 trails, only five dogs entered.  
Judges Betty Seigal, Stacy Mattson, 
and Pat Moffitt laid some challenging 
trails.  We greatly appreciated their 
willingness to give up their holiday with 
family to lay trails on a Thanksgiving 
Weekend.  We can’t thank them enough.  
Our trail runners, Debbie Knochenhauer, 

Pat Moffitt’s “Lacey” MT 

Steve and Michelle Russell’s “Nancy Drew” MT
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Judy Brubaker, Nancy Carpenter, Jenn and 
Jason Addison, Diane Branch, and Pam 
Herranz, were a tremendous help.  We can’t 
hold a trailing trial without runners, so their 
participation was invaluable.  We also want to 
thank Tim Medboe for his logistical help 
driving dogs and handlers to off-site trail 
locations.  The MTX trails were heavily 
contaminated, having crossed through the 
busy front parking lots of the local Tractor 
Supply and Walmart stores.  The MTI trail was 
run in rapidly diminishing light at the end of our 

second day, and the MT Trails were long 
and covered a lot of ground in the Park.  
Despite these challenges, for the first time in 
recent history, we had a 100% pass rate.  
As reported in our last issue of Bonckers, 
we again congratulate our passing entrants 
“Basker” (MTI), owned by Mike McMillan, 
“Lacey” (MT), owned by Pat Moffitt, “Mack” 
(MTX), owned by Pam and Juancho 
Herranz, “Nancy Drew” (MT), owned by 
  

 
 
 
Steve and Michele Russell, and “Saidee”  
 (MTX), owned by Diane and Aldo Branch. 
 

Trailing Trial Raffle.  The raffle ticket 

sales helped support the costs of the event by 
raising $445.  Grand prize was a colorful quilt 
with images of bloodhounds throughout made 
and donated by member Sue Springer.  
Thank you to all ticket buyers, and 
congratulations to our raffle prize winners:  
bloodhound quilt - Michele Jay Russell; soft 

crate - Jenn and Jason Addison; gift basket - Erica Weis; pet throws - Pam Herranz 
and Barb Copeland; and wireless headphones - Betty Seigal. 
 

Next Event.  While still in the planning stages, and subject to ABC approval, it is our 

intention to hold another trailing trial in conjunction with the Bloodhounds West Northern 

Mike McMillan’s “Basker” MTI 

Pam and Juancho Herranz’s “Mack” MTX

Diane and Aldo Branch’s “Saidee” MTX 

March 2018 34



Chapter’s Regional in October.  
Further information will be 
provided in BONCKERS, as we 
get closer to the event.  It will be 
here before you know it, so start 
practicing with your hounds. 
 

Feedback.  As always, I 

welcome any questions, sug-
gestions and feedback from 
members interested in trailing.  If 
you have an interest in trailing 
with your dog, but don’t know how 
to get started, please contact me.  
We would especially like to see 
new members participate at our 
trailing camps.  It is a great 
activity to do with your dog, and is 
just a lot of fun.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you at our next 
trailing event. 
 

                            ~ Aldo Branch 
 
 
 
 

Stacy Mattson, Diane Branch, Betty Seigal, and Myron 
Robb talk between trails. 

“First she took me that way, then that 
way, then…” 

Bloodhound quilt created and 
donated by Sue Springer. 
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(All photos by Nona Perez)

Bloodhound Trailing  
 
 

“Handler's Purpose”  
by Anne Hershey, MD 

  

When you watch a great tracking (or trailing) team, you are watching the result of a 
long, careful training process.  The final result is the dog focusing on the track scent and 
working out the problems independently.  It may seem to the inexperienced observer 
that the handler is just following along twenty feet behind the dog and keeping the line 
from getting tangled, but this appearance is deceiving.  When a job looks this easy, it's a 
good piece of theatre. 

     
    During the weeks and months of training leading up to the tracking test, the 
handler/trainer has provided the essential training tracks, developed handling strategies 
that will maximize her dog's ability to remain on the track or re-find it when he is out-of-
scent, learned to read her dog's tracking behavior, learned to feel the dog's moment-to-
moment tracking signals through the tracking line, learned just how much space and 
time to give her dog to search, just how firmly to say "leave it" at distractions, how to say 
"track" and get results, how to rest her dog when he is tired and to give water when he 
needs it, how and when to praise him, and when to stay out of his way.  During this 
process, if the trainer has the knack, she and her dog will develop great mutual 
confidence.  The chance to enter this relationship with a wonderful animal is one 
of life's great thrills. 

 
 

 (Anne Hershey is an AKC tracking judge approved for all four levels of tracking titles.  Dr. Hershey was 
first approved as a judge in 2005.  She resides in Hillsborough, CA.) 
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Bloodhounds in Literature 
 

 
Charles Darwin, (1809 – 1882) was an English 
naturalist and geologist, best known for his contributions 
to evolutionary theory.  He established that all species 
have descended over time from common ancestors and, 
with Alfred Wallace, introduced his scientific theory that 
this branching pattern of evolution resulted from natural 
selection, in which the struggle for existence has a 
similar effect to the artificial selection involved in 
selective breeding. 
    Darwin published his theory of evolution in his 1859 
book On the Origin of Species, overcoming 
scientific rejection of earlier concepts of transmutation of 
species.  In Chapter 1, Variation under Domestication, 
Darwin makes several references to bloodhounds as 
shown below.  
 
    “When we attempt to estimate the amount of structural difference between the 
domestic races of the same species, we are soon involved in doubt, from not knowing 
whether they have descended from one or several parent-species. This point, if could 
be cleared up, would be interesting; if, for instance, it could be shown that the 
greyhound, bloodhound, terrier, spaniel, and bull-dog, which we all know propagate 
their kind so truly, were the offspring of any single species, then such facts would have 
great weight in making us doubt about the immutability of the many very closely allied 
and natural species for instance, of the many foxes inhabiting different quarters of the 
world. I do not believe, as we shall presently see, that all our dogs have descended 
from any one wild species; but, in the case of some other domestic races, there is 
presumptive, or even strong, evidence in favor of this view.   … 
    Even in the case of the domestic dogs of the whole world, which I fully admit have 
probably descended from several wild species, I cannot doubt that there has been an 
immense amount of inherited variation.  Who can believe that animals closely 
resembling the Italian greyhound, the bloodhound, the bull-dog, or Blenheim spaniel, 
etc. so unlike all wild Canidae ever existed freely in a state of nature?  It has often been 
loosely said that all our races of dogs have been produced by the crossing of a few 
aboriginal species; but by crossing we can get only forms in some degree intermediate 
between their parents; and if we account for our several domestic races by this process, 
we must admit the former existence of the most extreme forms, as the Italian 
greyhound, bloodhound, bull-dog, etc., in the wild state.”  
 
(Sources: Literature.com and Wikipedia) 
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The Last Page 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

In order to really enjoy a dog, one doesn't merely try to train him 
to be semi-human.  The point of it is to open oneself to the 
possibility of becoming partly a dog.  ~ Edward Hoagland 

 
Edward Hoagland  (1932‐  )  is  a  prolific writer  of  books,  short  stories,  and  essays.   According  to  the 

Dictionary of Literary Biography,  "Hoagland's  love of  solitude and  silent observation of wildlife  rather 

than social conversation may have resulted from a severe stammer that still persists.  This stammer has, 

according to Hoagland himself, influenced how he writes: 'Words are spoken at considerable cost to me, 

so a great value  is placed on each one.   That has had some effect on me as a writer. As a child, since I 

couldn't talk to people, I became close to animals.  I became an observer, and in all my books, even the 

novels, witnessing things  is what counts.'   His reluctance to speak may account for his desire to write‐‐

and be read‐‐and for the sensitive visual, tactile, and olfactory images in his writings. (Source: Wikipedia) 

“Nancy Drew” 
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Membership Forms 
 

 

On the following pages are: 
 

Membership Renewal Form (1 page) 

Use this form when sending in your annual dues ($25). 
Dues were due by January 31 

 

New Member Application Form (2 pages) 

Use this form to join Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter. 
We welcome new members to our club. 

 
 

                                A Little Bloodhound Humor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YYoouu  kknnooww  iitt’’ss  ccoolldd  oouuttssiiddee......  

......wwhheenn  yyoouu  ggoo  oouuttssiiddee  aanndd  iitt’’ss  ccoolldd!!  
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2018 Membership Renewal Form 
 
 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 
 

Membership dues ($25) were due on or before January 31, 2018 
 

Name:         

Street Address:       

City/State/Zip:       

 

Contact Numbers: 

Home:         

Cell:         

Work:         

Email:         

Email2:        

Member Since:       

 
Please list your bloodhound names, titles, and date of birth (or adoption date) here: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Member's Signature ______________________________ Date _________________ 
 
 

Please return this form and a check for $25 (payable to Bloodhounds West) to: 
Aldo Branch   233 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127 

 

You may also submit your dues through PayPal at bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com 
(please enter your membership information in the PayPal comment section).  If you 
renew via PayPal, please still send Aldo your renewal form showing any corrections, 
changes, or additions to your information.   

These pages are white, not “Black & Tan”, to save you toner when printed. 

March 2018 40



 

BLOODHOUNDS WEST, NORTHERN CHAPTER 

New Member Application 
 

Please use a separate application for each person.  The new 
member application fee is listed below.  Please provide the 
following information, then read and sign the second page. 
 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP: 

  Individual $35.00              Family: $35.00              Junior:  $25.00 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name(s):              

Address:              

City:       State:    Zip:      

Home Telephone:       Cell:       

Email:         

Interests:  Showing         Obedience/Rally         Trailing/Tracking         Pet  

Animals in household: #____ Bloodhounds #____ Other breeds (List)     

Other animals              

I am interested in joining Bloodhounds West because:        

               

               
 

SPONSOR INFORMATION 

Sponsored by (please print):            

               

               

               

Signature of sponsoring member:       Date:     
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All new applicants must read, sign, and adhere to the American Bloodhound Club Code of 
Ethics shown below. 

As a member of Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter: 

I agree not to engage in the practice of providing any Bloodhound to any individual, 
commercial wholesaler, or retailer for the purpose of resale. 

I agree that if any Bloodhound on whose papers I am shown as either breeder or co-
breeder becomes a part of any breed rescue program, that upon written notification either 
I will assume financial responsibility for those Bloodhound expenses to which I agree and 
assist the Rescue Chairperson in finding suitable placement, or I will resume custody of 
the Bloodhound. 

I agree that I will provide each buyer of our Bloodhounds with accurate records regarding 
pedigree and certificate of health including the name, address, and telephone number of 
the attending veterinarian. 

I agree not to promote indiscriminate breeding practices by using the advertising of 
availability of “breeding pairs”, “stud dogs”, or “bitches in whelp for sale” in my effort to 
sell my Bloodhounds. 

I agree not to release any puppy to its new owner prior to seven weeks of age or what the 
local ordinance states. 

I agree to act in a sportsmanlike manner and not deliberately degrade other exhibitors, 
breeders, or their dogs. 

 

Applicant Signature:          Date:     

 

Please mail both pages of this form with a check (payable to Bloodhounds West) to: 

Aldo Branch   233 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127 

 

You may also submit your application fee through PayPal at bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com 
(please enter your applicant information in the PayPal comment section).  If you join via PayPal, 
please mail Aldo your two-page application form indicating payment was made on-line. 

New member applications will be acted upon at the next membership meeting of Bloodhounds 
West, Northern Chapter.   
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