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BONCKERS is published in March, June, September, and December. 
 

Editor: Mike McMillan   SAR.bloodhound@gmail.com  
Assistant Editor: Amanda Gardner 

 

Contributions to your newsletter are always welcome! 

Meet our cover dog! 
 
Owner: Sue Sappok 
Name: “Whiskey” 
Age: 3 years 
Favorite activity: 
stretching out over the 
whole couch 
Favorite treat: cooked 
chicken or turkey, or a big 
knucklebone     
 
    

Bloodhounds West 
Northern Chapter 

Visit our website: www.BloodhoundsWest.org 
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President’s Message 
 

 
I would like to thank Aldo Branch for putting on our recent trailing camp at the Gibson 
Ranch in Elverta.  Thank you also to Stacy Mattson and Pat Moffitt for helping us lay 
trails so we could practice more with our bloodhounds.  We all had a great time bracing 
the storms on Saturday and then the heat on Sunday.   
    I would also like to thank Kay Schmitt for handling the ABC Agility Trials at the 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa and to all our volunteer members who 
came to her rescue and helped during that weekend. 
    Attention everyone, the by-laws ballots are in the mail.  Please read over our 
proposed amended by-laws and vote to accept or reject them.  Send your ballot back as 
soon as you can.  If you haven’t received your ballot yet, please let me know. 
    ABC dues are due soon (and “Be Our Guest” if you're not already an ABC member). 
    We will be having our next membership meeting this coming June 10th at the Vallejo 
Woofstock dog show at noon.  Parking at the fairgrounds is $12.   
    Friendly reminder again folks - when ordering on Amazon, please go to 
smile.amazon.com – 5% of almost everything you order will go to our Rescue.  Also, 
please visit our website wcbhr.org for all the information on how to donate via PayPal at 
info@wcbhr.org or where to send your tax-deductible donations.  Thank you. 
 

Pamela Herranz, President 
Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter 
 

“Mack” 
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Coming to Solano County, Vallejo, CA 

More on our Cover Dog 
 

By Sue Sappok 
 

Over three years ago my good friend Sherri McGuire and 
I started a cross-county search for the perfect "Whiskey."   
We traveled through over ten states searching and 
searching for that perfect "Whiskey."  We finally ended up 
in Illinois at a small trailing trial at Pam Bauer's residence.  
Low and behold, there in the back yard, we discovered the 
perfect blend of "Whiskey."   I met my perfect Bloodhound 
that day and he was labeled “Flessner's Cowboy 
Cocktail.”   I had finally found my perfect "Whiskey."   His 
physical condition ended up not being the best.  He was 
finally pulled from the show ring one point away from his 
Championship but I had no choice.  We obtained his EECT 

at a show up in Washington.  He loves mantrailing.   “Whiskey” is my companion and 
trusted doggie friend.  He will always be with me as long as he can physically get 
around but he is one BIG happy boy.  Some of you have met my “Whiskey.”  He is my 
heart dog and I will always love him. 
 

 

Membership Meeting June 10 
 

What:  Bloodhounds West, Northern 
Chapter’s second general member-
ship meeting for the year will be 
during the 50th anniversary of the 
“Summer of Love.” 
 

When:  12:00 noon, June 10, 2017, 
Saturday. 
 

Where:  Woofstock dog show, 
Solano County Fairgrounds, 900 
Fairgrounds Drive, Vallejo, put on by 
the Contra Costa County Kennel 
Club. 
 

How: if you haven’t already sent your 
agenda items to me, bring them with 
you. 
 

Expect a far-out, groovy meeting with 
peace and love. 

  

Woofstock: 
4 days of peace, music, and dogs

President Pam
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Board Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, Board Minutes 
April 13, 2017 

Held By Telephone Conference Call 
 
Board meeting called to order on April 13, 2017 at 7:00 PM via a conference call. 
 
A.  ROLL CALL 

a.  Pam Herranz, Aldo Branch, Suzie Paine, Pat Moffitt, Amanda Gardner, 
Diane Branch, Lisa Jones, Jessica Dickson, Cindy Sims, Debbie Levy  

 
B.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

a.  No minutes from previous board meeting read. 
 
C.  REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

a.  Suzie Paine had no correspondence to report. 
 

b.  Member Kay Schmitt lost her husband Ray due to illness and the services 
will be held at St. Isabella Parish, #1 Trinity Way, San Rafael, May 6th. 
 

c.  Suzie made a motion to send flowers to the church from Bloodhounds West 
and also a card.  2nd by Aldo.  Motion passed. 
 

d.  Amanda made a motion for the club to spend up to $100 for the flowers.  2nd 
by Pam.  Motion passed.  Suzie will make arrangements for the flowers to be 
sent to the church. 

 
D.  REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
 Bank Balance - Jan. 1, 2017 $18,508.58 
 Current balance $21,893.21 
 Segregated Banjo Account $1,000.00 
 Trailing $1,355.58 
 Agility $1,866.82 
 Membership dues $879.13 
 General Fund $17,670.81 
 
E.  REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

Review of Club Constitution and By-Laws: North and South Chapters must agree 
to revisions before being presented to ABC.  Board may make other corrections 
or changes.  Review changes in red and blue on both documents.  Conference 
call scheduled for April 27, 2017 to finalize document changes.  Further dis-
cussion of By-laws issues tabled until April 27 conference call. 
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F.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a.  None discussed. 
 

G.  ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
a.  Election of six new members pending: Erica Weis and Tyler Harris, Barb 
and Dane Copeland, Sherry McGuire, and Jennifer Just. 
 

b.  Motion made by Aldo to accept new members, Lisa 2nd.  Motion passed. 
 

H.  NEW BUSINESS 
a.  Tentative dates for General Membership Meetings in 2017, subject to change: 

Woofstock Dog Show on June 8-11/2017 
Mensona on August 24-27/2017 
Dixon on October 28-29/2017 

 

b.  Trailing Trial 
Tentative date November 24-26, 2017, in Sacramento, CA 
Pam made motion to hold Trailing Trial on Thanksgiving weekend, 2nd by 
Lisa.  Motion passed. 

 

c.  Discussion whether to publish minutes from Board of Directors meetings in 
BONCKERS. 

Amanda made a motion that the minutes be published, 2nd by Suzie.  
Motion passed. 
 

 d.  Discussion of location for 2018 regional show. 
Tabled for later discussion. 
 

e.  Bloodhounds West invited to do a supported entry in Stockton, 12/1-4/2017.   
Suzie stated we need to apply to ABC by June 1st; discussion tabled until 
conference call on 4/27/17.  Club to provide trophies. 

 
 I.  ADJOURNMENT 

a.  Meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Moffitt, Recording Secretary 
 

What do you call a bloodhound who makes a bolt for the door? 
 

Locksmith
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Board Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter, Board Minutes 
April 27, 2017 

Held By Telephone Conference Call 
 

Board Meeting called to order on April 27, 2017 at 7:00 PM via a conference call. 
 

A.  ROLL CALL 
a.  Pam Herranz, Aldo Branch, Suzie Paine, Pat Moffitt, Amanda Gardner, 
Debbie Levy, Diane Branch, Mike McMillan, Jessica Dickson 
 

B.  NEW BUSINESS 
Purpose of Board Meeting to review club constitution and by-laws, policy issues 
 

a. Drop “owning a bloodhound” requirement 
1.  Motion made to drop words “owning a bloodhound” by Amanda, 2nd by 
Suzie.  Motion passed. 
 

 b.  Honorary members 
1. Motion made by Aldo to use ABC by-law language for honorary 
member, 2nd by Pam.  Motion passed. 
 

c.  Change bylaws to allow email for routine business 
1. Suzie made motion to use ABC wording as guidelines, 2nd by Pat.  
Motion passed. 
 

d.  Require only one unrelated person to sign on form for new member 
applications.  Item passed. 
 

e.  Board periodically vote to adjust membership dues amount 
1.  Motion made by Suzie that we change the Bloodhounds West by-laws 
to state annual dues amount to be open using ABC language, 2nd by Aldo.  
Motion passed. 
 

f.  Membership chair 
1. Use ABC bylaws as guidelines, allow any appointed position.  Motion 
made by Amanda to use ABC’s language on appointing any chair as 
needed, 2nd by Suzie.  Motion passed. 
 

g.  Days in advance agenda items should be sent to Corresponding Secretary 
1.  By-laws now say 10 days.  Item passed. 
 

h.  Officers positions have term limits 
1.  Motion made by Amanda that all officer positions have term limits, 2nd 
by Aldo.  Motion passed. 
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i.  Board meetings may be held via conference calls.  Should follow ABC 
language.  Item passed. 
 

j.  Each officer term limit, maximum four years. 
1. Nominating committee puts together a slate for officers.  Motion made 
by Amanda that officers’ term is one-year with a four-year limit, 2nd by 
Suzie.  Motion passed. 
 

k.  Directors may be elected for a two year term 
1.  Motion made by Amanda that directors be elected to two-year terms 
with two elected in even years and three elected in odd years, 2nd by 
Aldo.  Motion passed. 

 

l.  Directors have a term limit 
1. Motion made by Aldo that all directors have two-year terms and two 
term limit, 2nd by Amanda.  Motion passed. 
 

m.  ABC suspends membership, should Bloodhound West suspend member as 
well 

1.  No action needed as it is already in our by-laws. 
 

n.  Each chapter appoint three members to a joint committee to facilitate review 
process to amend By-laws 

1. For future amendment changes each chapter will appoint two (not 
three) members to start review process.  Motion by Suzie, 2nd by 
Amanda.  Motion passed. 
 

C.  ADJOURNMENT 
a.  Motion to adjourn meeting by Aldo, 2nd by Jessica.  Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Moffitt, Recording Secretary  
 

 

 

Revisions to Bloodhounds West By-Laws 
Members (both Northern and Southern Chapters) should have recently received in the 
mail a copy of the proposed revised by-laws along with a stamped return envelope, 
ballot, and ballot envelope.  Please review the proposed by-laws and vote to accept or 
reject them.  Please return your ballot soon, before June 28.  If you did not receive 
voting materials, please contact your Chapter president right away.  Thank you. 

If there is no struggle, there is no progress.   ~ Frederick Douglass 
 

(And that goes double for revisions to by-laws)
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Membership Update 
 

 

By Aldo Branch, Membership Chair 
 
We have had a total of nine new 
member applications since the beginning 
of the year.  Assuming the three pending 
applicants are officially voted in at our 
June 10th meeting in Vallejo, we will 
have a total of 48 current members.  So 
far, we have collected $1,043.10 in 
membership dues for 2017. 
 
     
 
 
 

New Members 

 
Welcome David and Tiffani Williams to Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter.  Here’s 
a photo of their son, Chase, with their new bloodhound puppy, “Harlow”  (“Harlow” is the 
one with the big ears); and a pensive pose by “Harlow.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Aldo and “Saidee” on an MTI trail
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National Specialty Judge Nominations  
 
 

First round of nominations is currently underway to select the Breed Judge and the 
Futurity Stake Judge for the 2018 American Bloodhound Club (ABC) National 
Specialty Show scheduled to be held in the Northeast.  Your nominating form was 
included as page 42 of the May issue of the ABC Newsletter recently emailed to you 
from ABC.  That issue also lists the past six years of judges on page 6. 
 

Please exercise your right to nominate those who you feel would be the 
best for the job.  Send in your ballot form before the June 12 deadline. 

 

And while you’re at it, it’s also time to send in your ABC annual dues.  See page 13. 

 
Thank you Ashley Branch, daughter of 
members Aldo and Diane Branch, for 
updating our Bloodhounds West logo.  This 
summer Ashley is graduating from Portland 
State University with a BS degree in Graphic 
Design. 

 

There, I did it… 

…it’s easy when you’re color-blind. 
“Basker” 
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Ray Schmitt (1934-2017)  
 

By Suzi Paine 
 

Ray Schmitt, our friend and colleague, passed away at home on April 6, 2017.  He was 
born March 5, 1934 in New York and moved to California in 1943.  He met his future 
bride, Kay Bruzzone, at a college mixer in 1955 and they were married in 1956.  He 
then spent 16 months in South Korea serving as a Medical Service Officer in the 
demilitarized zone (DMZ).  After his active duty was complete, Ray and Kay returned to 
San Francisco to start a family and the beautiful journey of their 60-year marriage. 

    
Ray worked at Fireman’s Fund for 32 years, most recently as a Systems Designer until 
his early retirement in 1990 to devote more time to the Marin County Search and 
Rescue Team with his adored Bloodhound, Ch Brewdun’s Wellesley MT, “Wellesley.”  
He and Kay were active in the team until 1997, working with law enforcement in the 
County on many cases including a bank robbery, an abandoned baby case, and in 
1994, the successful find of a 4-year-old girl and uncle lost overnight.  The story of this 
find appeared in the March 2016 issue of BONCKERS, as well as on the FB page of 
Marin County SAR last month in tribute to Ray. 
    Ray saw his first Bloodhound in Littleton, CO; she came wandering down the street to 
watch a game that Ray was playing with his three boys in the late 1960s.  Ray fell in 
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love!  The memory of that Bloodhound resurfaced when Ray and Kay returned to live in 
CA, and Ray went hunting for a bloodhound to join the family.   From West Marin, they 
took home a puppy named “Stonewall” who taught them a lot about the breed!  He 
escaped one morning after Ray and Kay left for work and their three boys left for their 
high school, about 2 ½ miles from home.  “Stonewall” turned up at the high school and 
was checking all the classrooms their son Bob had 
been to that morning.   Alerted by his friends, Bob 
was able to stuff “Stonewall” into his friend’s 
Volkswagon Beetle until lunch break for the trip 
back home!   
    A decade later, Ray and Kay went to the Vallejo 
dog show early one morning to see what a “really 
good bloodhound” looked like.  They found Judy 
and Myron Robb and their special “Ace”, who was 
a top Bloodhound being shown that year.  The 
Robbs helped Ray and Kay locate an “Ace” puppy 
that was available and they brought home the boy 
Ray named “Crockett.”   The Robbs and Judy 
McBride helped these neophyte owners learn to 
show “Crockett,” and Judy McBride finished 
“Crockett’s” show career with his championship.   
    Judy Robb returned from the 1989 National with Brewdun’s Wellesley for Ray, and a 
very special bond developed between Ray and “his girl.”  “Wellesley” earned her 
championship in the ring and then with help from Judy and from Sue Kenyon, she 
learned the basics of trailing.  Both Ray and “Wellesley” caught on immediately and 
found their calling!  “Wellesley” and Ray earned her MT, and the human/canine 
partnership developed, leading Ray to retire early so he could be available for the 
search callouts and then sleep in the next day after an “all-nighter.”   They worked many 
cases for both Marin County SAR and local law enforcement, as mentioned above, 
between 1990 and 1997. 
    In retirement, Ray also was a member of Sons in Retirement #68 (SIRS), and 
Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter from its inception.  He was devoted to his family, 
his Bloodhounds, and his precious Whippet boys, “Rocky” and “Chase.”  He is survived 

by his wife Kay of over 60 years, his sons Robert 
(Naomi), Daniel (Virgett) and Thomas (Laura), and 
his 7 grandchildren Jake, Khara, Meagan, Viktoria, 
Caitlin, Kyle and Corey, and many friends.   

    Ray was a true friend and supporter of 
Bloodhounds both on the trail and in the 
show ring.  He will be greatly missed by 
many. 
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ABC Dues Reminder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annual membership dues for our parent organization, the American Bloodhound 
Club, are due this month.  This year, instead of a dues reminder post-card, you’ll be 
getting an envelope.  The renewal application will require you to sign the ABC’s newly 
approved Code of Ethics and return it (mail or email) to the ABC Treasurer (and 
Bloodhounds West member), Lynne Aquirre.  More information is on the ABC website 
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org 
 

And in case you’re not already an ABC member… 

 

Do you share your home with one or more bloodhounds?  Or wish you could?  For 
people who love the breed but haven’t yet discovered the American Bloodhound Club 
(ABC), we have a program called “Be Our Guest”.  There is no charge to explore the 
world of bloodhounds as a “guest” of the ABC.  For one year, you will receive quarterly 
issues of the ABC Bulletin, a beautiful magazine with photos and articles about this 
wonderful breed.  You will also receive a year’s worth of our e-mailed ABC Newsletter. 
The Newsletter contains up-to-date information about events that are held around the 
country, just for bloodhounds and their people. 
    Attending events and making new friends who also love this breed is a great way to 
make the most of your bloodhound-owning experience.  ABC members share a 
common concern about the health and behavior of our hounds.  We love and support 
the breed and would like to welcome new members.  Having you Be Our Guest for a 
year gives you the opportunity to see what the Club is like and to possibly meet 
members in your area.  We hope you will decide to join after your guest year! 
    Fill out the form located at http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/be-our-guest-
form/ to become a Guest of the American Bloodhound Club for a year at no cost to 
you.  (Text from the ABC website). 

ABC “Be Our Guest” Program 
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Bloodhound Humor 
 
 

Toucan Sam, the famous mascot of Froot Loops cereal, is 
known for saying, “Follow your nose! It always knows.”  
Seemingly, Toucan Sam can sniff out Froot Loops cereal from 
distances afar in hidden cereal bowls.  I am by no means an 
ornithologist, but according to Birds and Bloom magazine: 
“most birds have little use for the sense of smell…”  We can all 
agree that dogs have a greater sense of smell than birds. 
    What if Kellogg’s had used a bloodhound and called him 
Bloodhound Sam?  I think the tagline “Follow your nose! It 
always knows!” would have made Froot Loops commercials 
believable and maybe more fun. 
    The bloodhound has endless energy to sustain them through a hunt.  They have 
more than 300 million scent receptors — more than any other dog breed.  Trust me — 
Bloodhound Sam could smell a bowl of Froot Loops in a car speeding down a country 
road a mile away.  My Froot Loops commercial would be of Bloodhound Sam tracking 
a bowl of Froot Loops through farmland to city streets, through darkness to light and the 
slogan “for boundless energy to get you through your day — follow your nose!  It always 
knows!” 
    A dog’s nose is truly amazing and their ability to smell is incredible.  A dog’s nose is 

so amazing; they can detect a tablespoon of 
sugar in a million gallons of water.  In com-
parison an average dog has about 220 million 
cells devoted to smelling whereas humans have 
about five million.  What does Toucan Sam 
have to do with my bloodhound and following 
your nose?  Following your canine’s nose might 
have a lot to do with building their confidence, 
burning energy, and enjoying an impact-free 
sport. 
    I don’t know about you, but if I am hungry and 
in search of a bowl of Froot Loops I think I 
would pick Bloodhound Sam over a parrot.  
Loving your dog and taking them more places 
builds stronger bonds between the two of you.  
Introduction to K9 Nose Work builds confidence, 
burns energy, and satisfies their desire to hunt.  
As for me—I will follow my bloodhound’s nose!  
It always knows!  Life is better with a dog — 
woof!  (Howard Baker, Harlan Daily Enterprise) 
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Bloodhounds in Literature  
 
 
King Robert I, popularly known as Robert the Bruce, was King of Scots from 1306 
until his death in 1329.  Robert was one of the most famous warriors of his generation, 
and eventually led Scotland during the First War of Scottish Independence against 
England.  He came after Sir William Wallace, well known from the movie Braveheart 
(1995).  Robert the Bruce became king the year after Wallace’s execution at the 
hands of King Edward I of England in 1305 (“Freedom!”). 
 
    Twenty Scottish Tales and Legends, edited by Cyril Swinson in 1940, 
contains a tale of an attempt to capture Robert the Bruce by the English.  In the 
section called “Tales of Battle and Pursuit” is the story Bruce and the Bloodhound, a 
portion of which is presented here. 
 
 “My Lord,” said John of Lorn, “I have here a bloodhound which formerly belonged to 
Robert the Bruce.  It was much attached to him, and was his constant companion.” 
    “That is indeed interesting,” said the Earl of Pembroke as he eyed the hound.  “If our 
plans go well today we shall catch our man without a doubt, but if we fail the 
bloodhound may prove useful.  Bruce can scarcely hope to elude the scent of his own 
hound, cunning as he is, so take it with you when we march against him.” 

    On many occasions before the plans of the noble Earl of 
Pembroke had gone far from well, and times out of number 
Bruce and his handful of followers had slipped away from the 
English armies.  But John of Lorn was quite certain that he 
would not elude them on this occasion. 

    When the forces of the Earl of Pembroke advanced upon King Robert, he at first 
thought of fighting, but news reached him that John of Lorn was moving round with  
another large body to attack him in the rear.  He thus resolved to avoid fighting as he 
was so greatly outnumbered, and therefore divided his men into three bodies, 
commanding them to retreat by three different ways, thinking that the enemy would not 
know which party to pursue.  He also appointed a place at which they were to assemble 
again. 
    When John of Lorn came to the place where the army of Bruce 
had divided, the bloodhound took his course after one of these 
divisions, neglecting the other two. 
    Then John of Lorn knew that Bruce must be in that party, so he 
urged the hound on with all speed.  The King saw that the division he was with was 
being followed, and being determined to escape from them, he made all his men 
disperse in ones and twos in different directions, thus thinking that the enemy must 
needs lose trace of him.  He kept only one man along with him, and that was his foster-
brother, the son of his nurse. 

“…can scarcely hope to 
elude the scent of his 
own hound…” 

…he urged the 
hound on with 
all speed… 
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    When John of Lorn came to the place where Bruce’s men had scattered, the 
bloodhound snuffed up and down a little, and then left the footsteps of all the other 
fugitives, and ran baying upon the track of Bruce and his foster-brother.  Then John of 
Lorn knew that one of these two men was Robert the Bruce.  Accordingly he 
commanded five of his men that were speedy of foot to follow hard, and either make 
him prisoner or slay him. 
    The Highlanders started off accordingly, and ran so fast that 
they gained sight of Bruce and his companion.  Bruce was 
wearing heavy armour, and the more lightly clad Highlanders 
were rapidly gaining ground. 
    “What shall we do?” Bruce asked his brother.  “They are getting near.” 
    “There are but five of them.” His foster-brother replied, “I am ready to do my best.”  
And so they turned and killed all five of the men. 
    By this time Bruce was very much fatigued, and yet they dared not sit down to rest, 
for whenever they paused for an instant, they heard the cry of the bloodhound behind 
them, and they knew that their enemies were coming up fast after them.  At length they 
came to a wood through which ran a small stream, and Bruce said to his foster-brother: 
    “Let us wade down this stream for a great way, instead of going straight across, and 
then the hound will lose the scent.  If we were once clear of him I should not be afraid of 
getting away from John of Lorn. 

    Accordingly the two men walked 
down the stream for a long way, 
taking care to keep their feet in the 
water, and them when they were at a 
safe distance they stepped out of the 
stream on the farther side from the 
enemy, and went deep into the wood 
before they stopped to rest. 
    Meanwhile the hound arrived at 
the stream and led John of Lorn 
straight to the place where Bruce 
had stepped into the water, but after 
that the scent failed him.  John of 
Lorn was well aware that running 
water does not retain the scent of a 
man’s foot, like that which remains 
on turf, and when he saw the dog 
falter, he knew that once more 
Robert the Bruce had eluded him... 

 

                     (Source: book and Wikipedia) 
 

“There are but five 
of them…” 

“Basker” in McMillan tartan 
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Conformation Show Results 
 

 

Prepared by Kay Schmitt 
 

 
2/19/2017  SANTA CLARA VALLEY KC 

    Judge: Ms. Barbara Scherer 
    BOB: CH Quiet Creek’s Blarney Stone 
 

3/4/2017  KENNEL CLUB OF BEVERLY HILLS 
    Judge: Ms. Christine Erickson 
  1/Winner’s Dog: Al Pacino Gilia  
 

3/5/2017  KENNEL CLUB OF BEVERLY HILLS 
    Judge: Mr. Steven D. Gladstone 
  1/W: Al Pacino Gilia 
 

4/15/2017  SACRAMENTO KENNEL CLUB 
    Judge: Mr. Eugene Blake 

  BOS/BOBOH: 2GCH pts. CH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden MT 
 

4/16/2017  SACRAMENTO KENNEL CLUB 
    Judge: Mrs. Bonnie Linnell Clarke 
  BOS/BOBOH: 2GCH pts. New Grand Champion:  
    GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden MT 
 

5/20/2017  COYOTE HILLS KENNEL CLUB 
    Judge: Ms. Debbie K. Petersen 
  BOS/BOBOH/ OHGr.4  GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden MT 
  SELECT: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney, MT 
 

5/21/2017  COYOTE HILLS KENNEL CLUB 
    Judge: Mrs. Joan Goldstein 
  BOB and Group 3: BOBOH/OH Gr.2: 2GCH pts. 
    GCH Hunterhound the Grail Maiden MT 
  SELECT: GCH Loamy Lane’s McKinney MT 

 

June 2017 17



Bloodhounds West Event 
 

 

“Bloodhounds West Sponsors Fifth ABC Agility Trial” 
 

 

Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter sponsored an American 
Bloodhound Club Agility Trial in the Lyttle Cow Palace at the 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds on March 10, 11 and 12.  The 
event allowed dogs of any breed to compete in the sport of 
Agility and earn titles.  Our sponsorship and oversight provides 
a nice profit for our chapter. 
     
 

 
Special thanks to Kay 
Schmitt for coordinating 
the event. 
 

 
 

And thanks to all those members who 
helped put on the event: 
Friday: Kay Schmitt, Pat Moffitt and 
Mike McMillan 
Saturday: Diane and Aldo Branch, 
Pam Herranz, Pat Moffitt, and Marina 
Mulvey 
Sunday: Diane and Aldo Branch, 
and Pam Herranz 
 
And thanks to Lynda Tjarks, the Trial 
Secretary, and her crew for their hard 
work with management and logistics. 
 

Agility Trial Report 
 

Revenue: $5,490.79 
Expenses: $3,416.55 
Gross profit: $2,074.24 
 

10% ABC fee: $ 207.42 
 

BWNC net profit: $1,866.82 
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Bloodhound Adventures  
 
 
 

Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter’s Vice President Lisa Jones and her hound 
“Luke” recently attended the Pet Expo in Orange County during the end of April.  A 
number of our Southern Chapter members staffed a booth there to introduce and 
educate the public about the wonderful traits of our unique bloodhounds. 

 
 
 
 
Lisa reports “Luke” was a hit 
at the Waterfront Beach 
Resort, Huntington Beach, 
where he is a Gold Member. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Luke” had his character picture drawn 
while at the Pet Expo, emphasis on 
“character,” otherwise known as GCH 
Quiet Creeks Blarney Stone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Luke” 

(Editor: having fun with your hound?  Send us a 
photo or two for the next issue.) 
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Seaside Spectacular 2017!�

Hosted by Bloodhounds West, Southern Chapter�
In conjunction with the Burbank Kennel Club�

Friday, June 30�
Coffee at 7:30 AM Provided by Bloodhounds West, at Host RV (Judy and Jeff Walker)�

Start Sales of Chuck A Duck $5 per Duck or (3) for $10; Set up Silent Auction ...�
SPECIAL EVENT!!�

Happy Birthday Party for Lyn Sherman hosted by Lori Burch�
Being held at the Bloodhound Set-Up area (Time TBA)�

Saturday, July 1�
7:30 AM Coffee Bar/Juices, Krispy Kreme Donuts, Yogurts�

Provided by Bloodhounds West, at Host RV (Judy and Jeff Walker)�

Mid-Morning Judging Time�
Judges Stacy Mattson, puppy and veteran sweepstakes; Gay Dunlap, regular, non-regular and BOB�

Lunchtime: 12:00-2:00 PM: Burgers/Hot Dogs, Grilled Onions, Chili and Cheese, All Condiments, Chips,�
Relish Trays, Sodas, Water - $3 Root Beer/Coke Floats including Vintage Coke Glass, Ice Cream, Whipped�

Cream, Cherries and Shaved Peppermint�
Brief BW and ABC club meetings after lunch�

Hound Group Judging – let’s cheer on our specialty BOB winner!�
Following group judging, we will offer COCKTAIL HOUR�

with some fun GAMES and PRIZES at our group gathering area.�
CHUCK-A-DUCK�

Winner Receives half of the Pot�
SILENT AUCTION�

Items will be on display and eligible for bidding all day�
winning bids announced after judging on Sunday�

BINGO�
After Group until 5:30 PM 10 Games for $20 (last game Black-Out); One game "4" corners;�

One game Diagonal Game - Judy Walker, Lisa Jones and Desiree Pinckney�
CATERED DINNER�

5:30 PM  (The Taco Man) at the BH Set-Up area�
$15 per person (send your checks payable to BW, and reservations to Lynne Aguirre by June 15th)�

Reservation Form Included�
6:15 PM, LIVE AUCTION�

with our fabulous Auctioneer Rod Eden�
FABULOUS AUCTION ITEMS - One of a Kind Items�

PARKING WITH OUR GROUP�
Parking form Included in this flyer - Deadline June 1, 2017�June 2017 20



Seaside Spectacular 2017!�

Hosted by Bloodhounds West, Southern Chapter�
In conjunction with the Burbank Kennel Club�

Saturday Night Dinner Reservations�
Our Saturday Night Award Dinner will be held at the�
Bloodhound Set-Up area and will begin at 5:30 pm�

Make Your Reservations Now�
Freshly prepared by The Taco Man�

Menu�
Three Tacos with your choice of meat�

Pork-Beef-Chicken�
Refried Beans�

Rice�
Fresh Salsa - Fresh Guacamole�

Beer, Wine, Water, Soda�

$15.00 Per Person�
Make checks payable to Bloodhounds West�

Mail reservation and check to:�

Lynne Aguirre, Treasurer, 1278 Bridgeport Road, Corona, CA 92882�

Reservations must be postmarked by June 15, 2017�

Name ___________________________________  Email______________________�

o� Please reserve #_____ dinners @ $15.00 per person   Total $__________�

Names of guests:�
_________________________________ _______________________________�
_________________________________ _______________________________�
_________________________________ _______________________________�

Questions can be directed to Lynne at Lacrackers@aol.com�June 2017 21



Bloodhound National Specialty  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates for the National Specialty 
  June 20: Trophy donations for inclusion in Premium, cut-off date 
 July 31: Catalog advertising cut-off date 
 September 9: RV parking reservations close 

 Top 20 Catalog pre-order cut-off date 
 September 8: Hotel reserved block released 
 September 10: Catalog pre-order cut-off date 

 Trophy donations for inclusion in the Catalog cut-off date 
 Trailing Trial entries close 

 September 15: Top 20 Banquet ticket cut-off date 
 Birthday/Bingo Party ticket cut-off date 
 Annual Banquet ticket cut-off date 

   Ringside Lunches ticket cut-off date 
 September 20: Show entries close 

 Apparel pre-order cut-off date 
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Bloodhound Movie Quiz  
 

 
Way back in September 1997, two bloodhounds from 
Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter were filmed in a major 
Hollywood movie, “Letters from a Killer,” starring Patrick Swayze. 
    The 1998 American-British crime drama mystery film was about 
a man who is falsely convicted of the murder of his wife.  During 
his time in jail, he finds comfort from four women with whom he 
corresponds (via audio tapes).  On appeal, he is freed from prison 
only to be framed for yet two more murders.  With the help of his 
former prison guard, he sets out to clear his name. 
    Two Bloodhounds West’s hounds helped track him down in 
three brief scenes shown below.  Our members described their 
filming experience in the December 1997 issue of BONCKERS: 

“Earlier shots were of Patrick Swayze, in fugitive mode, jumping off a bridge 
amidst a hail of gunfire from pursuing lawmen.  Our bloodhounds were then 
taken onto the bridge and walked around the front of a patrol car.  For this five 
to seven seconds of immortality, they endured three rehearsals and seven 
retakes which took about an hour and a half.” 

Which current member owned these two “Hollywood” hounds? 
(If you need a hint, the hounds’ call names are listed at the bottom of the page). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The two Northern Chapter bloodhounds were “Deke” and “Crockett.”  Still don’t know?  Answer will be in the next 
issue of BONCKERS – or send the editor an email and I’ll tell you.  (Sources: BONCKERS, Wikipedia, Amazon, and 
the film) 
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Bloodhound Story  
 
 

“The ‘Chase’ Is On” 
By Deputy Ryan Murdaugh 

 
On March 8 at about 2001 hours, 
I was on duty, in uniform, working 
as a Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Deputy with my K9 tracking 
partner, “Chase.”  “Chase” is a 
22-month-old bloodhound trained 
in trailing and evidence detection. 
    Another Deputy and I received 
a radio call for service regarding 
an alarm at a convenience store 
in Ukiah, CA.  When we arrived, 
we learned that a Hispanic male 
adult had entered the store with a 
ski mask covering his face.  The 
man removed what appeared to be a handgun from his waistband, pointed it at the 
store clerk, and demanded money. 
    The store clerk gave the suspect approximately $200 in cash and he fled. Deputies 
reviewed the store’s surveillance video and learned that the suspect left on foot, 
possibly in a southeast direction from the front door of the store.  
    I arrived and discovered that the suspect had left a blue nylon bag on the counter of 
the convenience store before he fled.  This item was retained as a scent article.  I spoke 

with the investigating Deputy 
and we agreed to try and 
track the suspect using my 
K9 partner, “Chase.” 
    Using the nylon bag the 
suspect brought into the 
store, I scented "Chase," 
gave him the command to 
"Find!" and then said, 
"Where's he at?"  "Chase" 
and I exited the store and a 
short time later, committed in 
a southern direction.  
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"Chase" worked south towards a nearby home and then east along the edge of that 
building towards the main street a block away. 

    "Chase" continued east along this 
building, sniffing the bottom edge near 
the ground, and then turned south after 
he reached the end of the building. 
    After turning south, "Chase" used his 
nose to work along the edge of that same 
building until we came to the end.  Here 
was a wood fence with a small area cut 
out to expose electrical meters.  This was 
a secluded area not easy to see from the 
main road. 
    While in the area near the meters, 
"Chase" took me to a black sweatshirt, a 
dark colored ski mask, a black screw 
gun, and a cell phone that were hidden 
next to and behind the meters. 
    "Chase" hit on these items by placing 
his nose directly on the sweatshirt, 
followed by a short pause.  This told me 
that "Chase" had located these items as 
a part of his search for the suspect. 
    These items were hidden approx-
imately 80 yards from the front door of 
the store's entrance.  This was the first 
point at which view from the market 
would be obstructed. 

 
    "Chase" continued on the track in a southern direction but was unable to provide me 
with a definite direction of travel shortly thereafter.  I attributed this to the fact we were 
adjacent to a main thoroughfare with heavy vehicular traffic. 
    Thanks to “Chase” we were able to locate important items of evidence that were used 
during this crime. 
 
(Editor’s note: Deputy Murdaugh is a member of Bloodhounds West, he adopted “Chase” from our 
Northern California Bloodhound Rescue). 

 
 
 
 
 

All photos by Nona Perez 
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Bloodhounds in the News  
 
 
Wichita, KS - Blue the Bloodhound ain’t Sherlock Holmes.  Or Batman, or Superman.  
He slobbers.  He smells funny.  He’s a 100-pound mammal inclined to lay his big, wet, 
slobbery, wrinkled jaws onto any stranger or friend and get them slobbery, soaking wet.  
    But Blue’s owner, Officer Joe Camp, wears a badge for the Wichita Police Depart-
ment. And he’s got plans.  “The human scent in all of us is as individual to all of us as is 

DNA,” Camp said.  “And Blue knows how to find it.” 
    The department hasn’t used bloodhounds in 
decades, preferring to use more easily trainable 
German shepherds as tracking and tactical K-9 dogs.  
But Camp’s bosses are now giving Camp’s pet what 
amounts to an extended job tryout. 
    Camp says Blue could soon become not only a 
superb fighter of crime but a finder of lost children and 
tracker of confused elderly people who wander away 
from their homes. 
  On March 8, a young man went missing from his 
Wichita school.  His mother, who had had an argument 
with him, got worried.  A dozen police officers went out 

to look.  So did Camp, and Blue. 
   Blue took one little sniff of something the young man had touched, and headed south 
from the school.  Fast.  Camp got on the police radio and told other officers to head 
south, because Blue had said, in Blue’s own way of communicating, that the person 
they were looking for had headed south from the school. 
    Officers concentrated south, and found the young man, distant from Blue but walking 
the same sidewalk that Blue was trailing, floppy ears, funny smell and all.  (Roy Wentzl, 

Wichita Eagle) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Yonkers, NY - After 146 years of searching for missing people and suspects, Yonkers 
police officers are using an ancient tracking tool to solve 21st-century cases.  Cali, who 
turned two on April 25, joined the Yonkers Police as a K-9 late last year, and she's the 
department's first bloodhound. 
    The 97-pound black and brown dog has already successfully found some of its 
targets, including missing children or elders who wander because of dementia.  "We 
tracked an Alzheimer's patient one time," said police officer Robert Ascolillo, Cali's 
handler.  "A radio car found her first, but (Cali) brought us to the same spot where the 
radio car was, so that's considered a successful find for her." 

“Blue” 
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    Bloodhounds were originally bred to hunt deer and other game animals.  
The American Kennel Club's bloodhound history states that as early as the third century 
A.D., the Romans wrote about the bloodhound's ability 
to track a target.  The first recorded use of a 
bloodhound by organized law enforcement was in 
1805 in England, according to the AKC Club. 
    Cali's days range from calm to hectic.  
"There's some days where we've used her three times 
in one day, and there's sometimes when we might not 
use her. It really depends," said Ascolillo. "We're 
pretty much always on call." 
    Unlike other police dogs, Cali isn't trained to attack 
or bite people. In fact, Ascolillo said Cali is quite 
friendly.  "Like any dog, when approaching them you 
should always ask the handler," said Ascolillo, who 
often takes Cali to schools for demonstrations. 
    Cali's ability to find her quarry depends on many 
factors, including how long a person or suspect has been missing.  "The first time we 
used her it was over three miles long that she tracked," said Ascolillo.  (Ernie Journo, The 

Journal News) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dyer County, TN - At approximately 1:15 p.m. Thursday afternoon, deputies of the Dyer 
County Sheriff’s Department and Henry County Sheriff’s Department were successful in 
locating Cheryl Kirby, the 54-year-old Fowlkes community resident who was reported 
missing during the early morning hours. 
    According to Sgt. Wayne Fuqua of the Henry County Sheriff’s Department, Kirby’s 
whereabouts were revealed through the collaborative efforts and actions of both 
departments as well as the assistance of Cisco, Fuqua’s loyal bloodhound counterpart, 
who has been a four-legged member of the department for roughly six years.  
    After being exposed to a scent item belonging to Kirby, it took Cisco and authorities 

only 2 hours to locate her whereabouts. Kirby was 
found lying facedown in brush near the northbound 
lane of Hwy 51 South, roughly one–quarter mile from 
the Four Points area.  
    “We started the search at the house and gathered a 
scent article,” explained Fuqua. “We talked to 
neighbors and tried to get the most precise last 
sighting and time frame of when she was seen. We 
also made efforts to get her last known path of travel. I 
took Cisco and worked him around the yard of her 
home so he could get a catalog of the different scents, 
as well a personal item of the victim’s.”  (Rachel 

Townsend, Star Gazette) 

“Cali”

“Cisco” 
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“Moose” (Adopted 2/2009-9/26/2016)  
 

By Pam Herranz 
 

“Moose,” my Rescue Bloodhound, passed away on September 26, 2016 at UC Davis. 
He was my heart dog.  I loved everything about him.  He loved his toys.  He survived 
lymphoma (2011) and sarcoma (2015), however the third cancer (oral sarcoma in 2016) 
was too aggressive.  There was nothing the oncologists could do.  “Moose” was so well 
known at the teaching veterinary school at UC Davis.  They all knew him by name and 
loved him so much.  They all said they wished all their patients were as good as 
“Moose.” 
 

I MISS YOU “MOOSE.” 
That's why rescues mean a lot to me. 
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Jasper Jack Gardner (11/20/2003-3/4/2017)  
 

“Jasper” ABC WDHOF, CD BN GN RE TD EECT CGC 
By Amanda Gardner 

 
“Jasper” left this world on Saturday, March 4, 2017.  It was very unexpected and quick.  
Friday morning, “Jasper” was his normal self.  He did his usual happy dance (singing 
and jumping up and down) for breakfast.  Friday evening, he refused food for the first 
time in his life, could not get up, and 
was trembling.  Not sure what 
caused this sudden change.  Sadly, 
we had to put him to sleep on 
Saturday.  He was 13 years, 3 
months, 1 week, and 5 days old. 
    “Jasper” and I had a special bond 
and in my family, he was known as 
“my son.”  Up until he died, “Jasper” 
enjoyed his walks, training, and 
playing with me.  “Jasper” had a 
fulfilling life.  He participated in 
Obedience, Rally, Tracking, 
Trailing, Conformation, and Agility.  “Jasper” earned seven titles (CD – Novice 
Obedience, BN – Beginner Novice Obedience, GN – Graduate Novice Obedience, RN – 
Rally Novice, RA – Rally Advanced, RE – Rally Excellent, TD – Tracking Dog), plus his 
CGC (Canine Good Citizen), EECT (Trailing Certification), two legs toward his CDX 
(Open Obedience), one RAE leg (Rally Advanced Excellent), and one point toward his 
Championship.  For “Jasper’s” many accomplishments, he was inducted into the 
American Bloodhound Club Working Dog Hall of Fame.  “Jasper’s” last time in the show 

ring was at the Bloodhound Regional last 
May, where he won Grand Champion 
Select Dog and Best Veteran Dog. 
    “Jasper” loved obedience class and 
training.  His favorite exercise was the 
Stand for Examine in Novice and the 
Moving Stand for Exam in Utility because 
he loved the attention and “petting” from 
the judge.  Heeling was his least favorite 
exercise.  “Jasper” would rather sniff 
around the ring than heel with me. 
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    As much as “Jasper” loved me, his first love 
was food.  He would eat everything in sight, if he 
could.  Fortunately, “Jasper” knew the difference 
between what was edible and what was not 
edible.  “Jasper“ loved vegetables.  He knew the 
sound of chopping carrots, his favorite, and 
would run to the kitchen for handouts.  Nothing 
was ever free.  “Jasper” had to perform his 
obedience exercises to earn his carrot ends.  The 
backyard was like an endless supply of dessert.  
“Jasper” loved to eat grass, dirt, plants, flowers, 
and trees.  If it was edible, he would eat it.  He 
once ate a baby bird.  As such, I had to 
constantly 

follow 
“Jasper” around the yard so he would not feast 
and we would still have a yard. 
    I talked to “Jasper” constantly.  He could 
understand people sentences and spell.  When I 
said, “Do you want to P-L-A-Y with a T-O-Y?” he 
knew exactly what that meant and then went to 
look for his favorite toy.  “Jasper” was the 
smartest dog I have ever had.  He learned his 
obedience exercises quickly and anything else I 
taught him.  He was a problem solver and 
figured out things on his own.  This also meant 
he would look for trouble. 

 
    

“Jasper” did things on his own terms.  I 
frequently told “Jasper,” “five more years,” 
but like typical “Jasper,” he did not listen.  
He left on his own terms. 
 

Farewell, “Jasper,” until we 
meet again. 
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“Classy”  (June 2006 – April 2017) 
 

By Pat Moffitt 
 

Nearly six and a half years ago, I rescued a 
female Bloodhound from the Sonoma County 
Animal Services shelter.  She was about four 
years old, red, and very pretty.  Her former 
owner told the shelter staff that his wife had 
given him an ultimatum: either the dog goes or 
she does.  So he sadly surrendered the hound 
to the shelter; staff said he cried as he left. 
    I picked up “Classy” from the shelter and only 
had her for two weeks when my husband, 
Robert, came home from the hospital.  She 
immediately bonded with him and stayed in his 
room.  He found great comfort by keeping his 
hand on her continuously.  The night he passed 

away “Classy” would not let anyone into his room. 
    Robert passed away in January 2010 while “Classy” lived with me until early April of 
this year.  At the age of almost 11 years, she suddenly stopped eating.  The emergency 
veterinarian diagnosed her with cancer tumors in her abdomen. 

It is now so empty at my house without her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Classy” playing with her housemate, bulldog “Lola” 
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Bloodhounds in Art  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Clark Noble (1858-1938) was a sculptor and painter noted for many of his 
military busts and monuments including those at Antietam Battlefield, Danville National 
Cemetery, Gettysburg Battlefield, and the Civil War Memorial at Belefonte, Penn-
sylvania.  He also sculpted a large lion and eagle for the outside fifth floor of the 
Commercial Cable Company Building in New York City.  They represented England and 
the United States as the two terminals of the new Trans-Atlantic Telegraph Cable. 
 

This bronze sculpture of his is titled “Bloodhound on the scent” (1905).  It is 
about 5.5 inches high and 8.25 inches wide.  One sold at auction in 2007 for $1,600. 
 

(Sources: www.askart.com and Wikipedia) 
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Bloodhound Brags  
 
 

Bloodhounds West member Pat 
Moffitt is shown with “Player” (left).  
“Player” just earned the AKC title 
THDX, Therapy Dog Excellent, for 
completing over 200 visits.  Note 
the silver AKC medallion around 
“Players” neck. 
 

Pat is shown on the right with 
“Lacey” who just earned her EECT 

certificate and can now enter 
trailing trials. 

 
 
 

Bloodhounds West members 
Diane and Aldo Branch’s 

“Saidee” earned enough points to 
become Grand Champion 

Hunterhound the Grail Maiden MT 
at the Sacramento Kennel Club 

Show in April.  “Saidee” is shown 
here sniffing a runner up close 

during an MTI trial. 
 
 

We Need a Name 
No, this isn’t a bloodhound hybrid, this is Pat Moffitt’s new addition to her collection of 
farm animals.  She rescued the little pot-bellied pig from Animal Services.  Pat is hoping 
our members can come up with a name for this little guy.  Send Pat your suggestions. 
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Bloodhound Health  
 
 

“The Real Dangers of Raw Meat” – Part Two 
By Amanda Gardner 

 

The December 2016 issue of BONCKERS contained a “Bloodhound Health” article with 
information from the US Food and Drug Administration about “bad foods” for your “good 
dog.”  Number one on this list was Raw Meat.  This two-part series discusses the 
advantages and disadvantages of a raw food diet and what exactly is a raw food diet.  
Part One was featured in the March 2017 issue of BONCKERS and discussed the 
advantages and disadvantages of a raw food diet.  Part Two will discuss what a raw diet 
encompasses and how to feed a raw diet. 
 

Amount to Feed  Generally, for adult dogs 
to maintain their weight, they eat about 2.5% 
of their body weight.  A growing puppy 
would need more, but you don’t want the 
puppy to grow too fast.  If you are trying to 
get a dog to lose weight, you can replace a 
small amount of his meal with pumpkin or 
sweet potato.  These are filling, but low on 
calories.  Smaller dogs tend to need more 
food and larger dogs tend to need less.  
“Jasper,” my bloodhound, only eats about 
2% of his body weight per day.  Whereas, 
my Cavalier and Puli each eat about 3% of their body weight per day. 
 

Raw Bones  The bones must be raw, as cooked bones can splinter.  Raw bones are 
much softer.  I feed a large variety of raw meaty bones (skinless) such as: chicken 
necks, chicken frames, chicken backs, chicken quarters, turkey necks, duck necks, 
duck frames, quail frames, rabbit bones, lamb necks, and veal necks.  All the bones I 

feed are human-grade meat and most are free range 
or pasture raised. 
    It is not good to give the dog straight breast meat 
because that is too much flesh meat and can be too 
rich.  You want to balance the ratio of bones to meat.  
Bones provide a good balance of calcium and 
phosphorous.  Necks, such as chicken necks, have 
a good balance of meat to bone.  The breast bone is 
fine to feed, but I first remove most of the breast 
meat. 

    I try to avoid feeding long hollow bones, such as 
wings and thighs.  I never feed turkey wings and legs, 

“Jasper” enjoying a lamb neck bone

Raw meaty bones: quail frames and 
rabbit bones 
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but I do occasionally feed chicken wings and thighs.  The problem with long hollow 
bones is that they can splinter inside the dog, if the dog swallows them whole.  If you 
know for sure that your dog will chew them, then it may be okay to feed them. 
    I feed skinless because the skin contains too much fat for the dog.  Do not feed 
turkey skin, it can cause acute pancreatitis.  Raw pork is generally not recommended 
because, although rare, the meat can be contaminated with trichinosis.  Some people 
also feed raw fish to their dogs, but I have not done so because I do not have an 
inexpensive and local reliable source.  Some bones, like knuckle bones or marrow 
bones, have no meat and are meant for recreational chewing, not as a meal.  Always 
make sure that the bones are an appropriate size for your dog and soft enough to eat to 
avoid breaking any teeth. 
 

Organ Meat  Organs contain many nutrients and are good for the dogs.  However, 
organs are rich and should be fed in moderation.  There are organs in the blend I feed 
my dogs, so I do not feed extra organ meat. 
 

Raw Blend  Blends consist of some combination of ground up muscle meat, bones, 
organs, and vegetables.  Blends are commercially available as both complete diets 
(supplements added) and incomplete diets (no supplements added).  I feed the 
incomplete blends, as I feel that my dogs do 
not need all the supplements they put into the 
diet and I prefer my own supplements. 
    I have fed many different protein varieties 
to my dogs over the years including: chicken, 
turkey, beef, and duck.  The commercial 
blend that I feed uses only meats that are 
hormone/antibiotic free, free range, and grass 
fed, and the vegetables are organic.  
Vegetables and fruit must be ground/blended 
because dogs’ bodies cannot break them 
down and extract the nutrients.  Dogs do not 
need a lot of vegetables in their diet. 
 

Food and Vitamin Supplements  I have fed a variety of supplements to my dogs over 
the years and I have found no difference in the health of my dogs when feeding or not 
feeding supplements.  I do give my dogs probiotics to help with digestion and fish oil for 
skin and coat.  In the past, I have also added frozen green beans and bananas to my 
dogs’ meals.  The frozen green beans and bananas are given as fillers, not for their 
nutrients.  The dogs like the frozen green beans and bananas and it helps keep them 
full. 
 

The Real Dangers of Raw Meat  So what are the “Real Dangers” of raw meat?  
Money.  Time.  Space. 
    Once you switch to a raw diet, you will be hooked and your dog will not want to return 

to a kibble diet.  Our dogs are our family and they are worth every penny. 

Two-pound chubs of blend
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Bloodhound Sports  
 
 

“Why My Dog Smells Better Than Yours” 
or How I Came to Love Nose Work 

                                           By Debbie Levy 
I discovered nose work many years ago when I was living in 
the San Fernando Valley with my bloodhound “Ruby.”  Our 
agility/obedience instructor mentioned that we might be 
interested in a new class being offered at Pasadena Humane 
Society, so I thought we’d give it a try.  After all, who could be 
more suited for nose work than a bloodhound? 
    Ron Gaunt and Amy Herot, experienced detection dog 
trainers for the military and law enforcement, taught the class.  
We employed their same training techniques but we looked for 
Q-tips scented with essential oil.  I instantly become hooked 
and “Ruby” and I continued taking classes until we moved to 
Northern California.  After a time, Amy told me about a nose 
work instructor in Livermore.  We joined Wendy Krehbiel of 
Tell a Tail Dog Training in her nose work classes until “Ruby” 
passed away.  I still take classes there with my retriever-mix, 
“Hank,” and have begun training my “new” bloodhound, “Poppy.”  I also run Wendy’s 
little golden retriever, “Mica,” in class and we are entered in an upcoming trial.  More 
about nose work trials in a bit… 
    Ron and Amy went on to co-found the National Association of Canine Scent Work.  
Other groups have recently started holding trials, but since I am most familiar with 
NACSW, I will talk about their training techniques and trials. 
    We start nose work using food treats.  Open boxes are spread in a small area and 
one has cheese or a treat that is especially coveted by the dog (“Ruby” worked for 
Cheetos).  When the dog finds the food, she gets rewarded with praise and more food 
in the box.  Once the dog gets the idea, the food is paired with scented Q-tips in a tin so 

that the dog associates the smell with food.  We 
start with birch and move on to anise and clove 
as the dogs become more advanced.  Although 
most dogs pick up the idea of searching for odor 
quickly, we try to slowly build “odor obedience” so 
that the dogs learn the importance of the odor 
and gain stamina to continue to search without 
getting frustrated and quitting.  All this is a game 
to most dogs and they enjoy their chance to 
search. 
    As the dogs progress, the hides are placed in 

more difficult locations.  They may be elevated (on a chair for example), or boxes may 

“Ruby” 

“Ruby” 
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be stacked.  The odor tin and treat are still accessible to the dog at this level, the dog 
can touch the tin with her nose or tongue.  Eventually, the tins are placed without the 
boxes, so that the dogs learn to search entire areas.  Experienced dogs learn to find 
inaccessible hides (in a cabinet, suitcase, or under the hood of a car) and search 
through “distractors” which may be intentional (a bagel with cream cheese in a box) or 
the usual environmental ones (cats and squirrels, or wind and rain). 
    While all this is going on, the handler is learning to detect subtle changes in their 
dog’s behavior, and seeing the best way to help their dog in the search.  Some 
independent dogs can work away from their handler while others need the support of 
their person nearby.  The handler needs to keep track of the areas their dog has 
searched, and tries to get the dog to cover the search area as efficiently as possible.  
The handler also needs to recognize their dog’s “alert behavior” when they find the 
odor.  Some dogs have a very clear natural alert while some handlers teach an alert 
behavior (such as a sit or down) when the dog finds odor.  A common alert behavior is 
looking back at the handler because the dog is 
waiting for her reward for finding odor.   
    The most important thing the handler learns 
in nose work is TRUST YOUR DOG!  You and 
your dog are a team, but the dog is the one with 
the nose.  The handler can manage the search 
based on the actions of the dog, but the handler 
ultimately has to believe in the dog’s ability to find 
that container of Q-tips.  As the team progresses in 
nose work, and especially if you are in trials at the 
higher levels, the handler’s ability to read the dog 
becomes more vital. 
    Trials consist for four elements: vehicle, interior, 
exterior, and container search.  Once the dog can find unpaired 
odor in a closed box, they may be ready to trial.  The searches are timed, and become 
more difficult at each level. Dogs can title at Nose Work 1, 2 and 3, and then can 
compete at the Elite Level.  Element Specialty trials are also now being held so that 
there is more opportunity for teams to compete. 
    I enjoy nose work for many reasons.  I like that dogs are run one at a time allowing 
reactive dogs (like my mutt) to participate in a sport without a lot of drama.  I also like 
that any dog, from toys to giants, old or young, fast or slow can do nose work.  
Furthermore, I love seeing the dogs do something they were born to do.  I have so 
much fun watching all the dogs search with different styles.  I also enjoy seeing dogs 
that were timid and shy become confident and brave after doing nose work for a time.  
Last, but not least, I love the connection I have with my dogs from doing nose work.   
    This is a quick overview of nose work but if you’re even a bit intrigued, you can get 
more information and find a certified nose work instructor by going to the NACSW 
website, nacsw.net   Sniff on! 

“Ruby” 

Photos from Debbie Levy
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Bloodhound Rescue Update  
 
 

“Sampson Finds a Home!” 
By Jessica Dickson 

 

Dear Fellow Bloodhound Club Members and Bloodhound Lovers: 
  
Beth and John Nicholson recently adopted “Sampson” from us.  He was being 
fostered for our Rescue at Harbor Rescue in Washington. Here is their story. 
 
A year ago in January we suffered the loss of my husband's best buddy, “Bucky,” our 
chocolate lab.  “Bucky” was one of a kind.  He did it all: hunting, Dock Dogs, hiking, and 
was the ring leader of our other labs.  He was the heart of our family. 
    By fall I knew my husband John needed a new buddy, and I think he knew it, too.  He 
had visited with a couple of search and rescue organizations on weekend searches and 
said, "I think I want a Bloodhound." 
    WHAT? We are LAB PEOPLE.  I wasn't 
sure about this since I had never met one, but 
I love all dogs.  Hmmmm.  So we did casual 
inquiries and saw multiple puppy litters posted 
on Facebook and one day there was a picture 
of an adult Bloodhound in a Santa hat, and it 
melted our hearts.  We had to find out his 
story! The more we learned about this 
battered warrior with the torn ears and sweet 
face, the more we wanted to meet him.  
    We made an appointment and did a road 
trip to meet “Sampson,” driving down from 
Vancouver.  We spent a couple of hours with 
“Sampson” and Deb Thomas-Blake from 
Harbor Rescue.  We got in the truck to drive 
home and John said, "You're going to think 
I'm crazy, but he smells like ‘Bucky’."  I 
laughed through tears and said, "Nope, I 
thought the same thing."  We drove home and knew “Bucky” was steering us in his 
direction.  
    On our next trip to visit “Sampson,” he followed us to the door to leave with us. We 
knew it was meant to be and that he felt the same way.  See, we are new to this 
Bloodhound-thing and they aren't always easy to read with the long face and all.  We 
whispered in “Sampson's” ear that we would like to take him home and love him forever. 
He had a few medical issues to deal with before he could be adopted, but we decided 

“Sampson” 
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no matter what, we wanted him, period.  So we enlisted our Dock Dog and family 
friends on Facebook to help us with our quest to become “Sampson's” new family by 
giving testimonials in our favor. 
    I'm sure Harbor Rescue and West Coast Bloodhound Rescue people were 
amused (let's use that word) because we finally received notice that we could stop with 
the testimonials, we were the frontrunner.  Did I mention we had a few projects to take 
care of before our inspection?  In the snow and rain of late January and early 
February we tore out and replaced 120 feet of fencing.  It looked like we had taken up 
mud wrestling because we were soaked and covered in mud, but I assured the 
neighbors that wasn't what was happening, it was a labor of love.  Twelve cubic yards of 
playground chips later, we were ready for our “Sampson.” 
    It was perfectly fitting then that on Monday, February 13th, we received the best early 
Valentine’s Day present ever!  Deb Thomas-Blake brought “Sampson” up to his new 
home.  He had stolen her heart, too, you see, and we had to tug to get the leash from 
her.  “Sampson” affects people that way.  He is our “Sammy” (John said he'd never call 
him that, but we do all the time!) 
    We were contacted by a man locally who had lost his own dear Bloodhound.  He fell 
in love with “Sampson's” story, too, and said he was available for dog sitting if we 
needed.  Well now that we have joined the Bloodhound family, we wanted to help him, 
too.  We are so happy that Uncle Gary has adopted “Angus” and now “Sampson” has a 
playmate in town!  Another West Coast Bloodhound Rescue success story!  
    “Sampson” continues to thrive and our labs, finally realizing that he's a dog, too, not 
the elephant in the room (even though “Cheyenne” is still skeptical because of the size 
of his poop).  I explained that no, the circus has not come to town and is not using our 
back yard.  We also had to invest in a separate water bucket because she refuses drink 
after him, but other wise ‘Life Is Good’ at the Nicholson house. 
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Jessica further reports:  We still have a lot of setting up for the Rescue and I have been 
trying to wrap it all up.  Our official name change will be happening soon and then we 
will be West Coast Bloodhound Rescue, Inc.  But for now all donations via check 
should still be made out to Northern California Bloodhound Rescue.  Paypal 
donations can be made to info@wcbhr.org and it’s still the same rescue account. 
    Also, we are working on a new website and after it’s all set up and going we will start 
to work on our store for the Rescue.  Pam and I have new email addresses as well as a 
general address that will be posted for people to contact us.  The email address for that 
is info@wcbhr.org and Pam's is pam@wcbhr.org and mine is jessica@wcbhr.org.  
When contacting us about the Rescue, please use the info@wcbhr.org and it will go to 
both of us.     
 

 

A Special Plea for Bloodhound Rescue 
Donations 

 

West Coast Bloodhound Rescue, Inc. is in 
desperate need of funding for mounting veterinary 
expenses.  The Rescue took in a litter of puppies 
that had severe neglect.  Besides the litter, we had 
various other bloodhounds that desperately needed 
medical treatment. 
 
We have recently set up a funding website for your 
tax-deductible donations.  Please check it out and 
support us if you can. 
 

https://www.youcaring.com/westcoastbloodhoundrescueinc-826146 
 
 

A heartfelt Thank You for your generosity. 
 
 

A very skinny “Sampson” at the vet’s.
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Bloodhound Trailing Camp  
 
 

By Diane Branch 
 

On April 8th and 9th, Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter hosted their second trailing 
camp of 2017.  Gibson Ranch in Sacramento was the location 
for the weekend festivities. Handlers, runners, dogs, and our 
instructors had approximately fourteen acres to run and 
practice trails. 
    Saturday started out with short "puppy trails" for all dogs and 
handlers. With positive instruction from Stacy Mattson and 
Pat Moffitt, beginner and experienced handlers warmed up by 

running these short trails with 
their dogs. This was a lot of 
fun to watch the dogs use their 
noses as they were bred to do.  
As the day progressed, the 
weather went from sun with 
clouds to a downpour of rain that dogs and handlers 
slopped through for a few hours.  Thank goodness we 
had the club pop-up tents to shelter those of us not 
running trails from the rain.  The dogs had a good time 
and were unfazed by the poor weather, but their 
handlers were happy 
when the rain finally 

stopped and they were able to dry off. 
    Sunday morning found the weather to be beautiful,  

dry and sunny.  The hounds, 
instructors, handlers, and 
runners were well rested 
and ready to tackle another 
day of trailing practice.  In 
the morning, several trails 
were laid and allowed to 
age, so dogs and handlers 
would be able to have 
older trails to run after lunch.  After practicing with the aged 
trails, we were ready to see if three of the dogs could take on 
their final challenge, the Event Entry Certification Test 
(EECT).  This American Bloodhound Club test determines 
whether a bloodhound has sufficient training and instinct to 
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compete for their mantrailing titles.  The EECTs were judged by Pat 
Moffitt and Stacy Mattson.  “Moose” (handled by Jennifer 
Just), “Lacey” (handled by Aldo Branch), and “Nancy Drew” 
(handled by Steve Russell), all passed their EECT tests. This was 
very exciting and made for a successful trailing camp.  They are 
now able to compete for their 
Mantrailer (MT) title.  
    We all left on Sunday 
afternoon a little tired and dusty, 
but happy that we had the 
opportunity to learn from our 
skilled instructors, and to 
practice what was taught.  We 

are looking forward to the next trailing camp so that 
dogs and handlers can continue to train for our 
trailing trial in November.  Happy Trails to All! 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE - NORTHERN CALIFORNIA TRAILING TRIAL 
Bloodhounds West Northern Chapter has applied for approval from the American 
Bloodhound Club (ABC) to hold its annual Judy Robb Memorial Mantrailing Trial on 
November 24 - 26, 2017.  If you are interested in earning ABC mantrailing titles on your 
bloodhounds, this will be your only opportunity to do so in Northern California for 2017. 
Further details will be provided upon approval of the event by the ABC.  ~ Aldo Branch 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bloodhound Brag  
 
 

Ridgerunner Curious Canine, RN, TDX, TDU, MT 
By Mike McMillan 

 

“The Hound of the Baskervilles,” known to most as “Basker,” passed two AKC tracking 
tests early this year: Tracking Dog Urban (TDU) and Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX). 
    The TDU test was given at Elk Grove Park near Sacramento on January 8th.  At the 

random drawing for running we were selected 
as second alternate.  The test day began 
rainy and cold and two teams ahead of us 
withdrew so we got to run.  A TDU track has 
up to 30% non-vegetated surfaces.  In our 
case, these were asphalt walkways and a 
baseball infield.  “Basker” tracked through the 
wind and rain to find the article mid-track and 
went on to find the leather glove at the end. 

    The TDX test was given at the Commanche 
Hills Hunting Preserve near Ione on April 9th.  

This test had 18 dogs entered for four spots; we were 
chosen number 5, the first alternate.  Again we were 
lucky to have a team ahead of us withdraw so we got 
to run.  A TDX track has obstacles (a road and 
multiple creek-crossings this time) and two articles 
mid-track.  Fortunately, “Basker” loves the water and 
had no problem jumping into and out of the creeks 

while I was barely able 
to leap across.  She 
found a leather purse 
after the third turn and a 
piece of cloth after the 
fifth – just a glove to go at the end. 
    Suddenly she turned and started pulling even harder 
directly back toward the parked cars and gallery of people 
watching the test.  “Oh, no,” I thought, she sees the 
people and wants to play.  “Basker” is a very friendly, 
social hound who loves people.  As she pulled me even 
closer to the people I thought she blew it, we were so 
close.  But then, about 20 yards from the people, she 
gave a quick indication at something as she ran by – the 

glove!  She was on the track all along.  We passed! 

Returning from the TDU track 

Pulling hard on the TDX track 

After passing the TDX test 
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The Last Page 
 

 

(Photo and quote from K-9 Cop Magazine, 
Aug/Nov 2014 issue.  Used with permission.) 

http://www.k9copmagazine.com
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Membership Forms 
 

 

On the following pages are: 
 

New Member Application Form (2 pages) 

Use this form to join Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter. 
We welcome new members to our club. 

 

American Bloodhound Club Application (1 page) 

Use this form to join our national parent organization. 
More information is available at: 

http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/membership-application/ 

 

 

A Little Bloodhound Humor 
 
 

I went to an exclusive kennel club.  It was very exclusive.  There was a sign out front: 
"No Dogs Allowed." 
-- Phil Foster 
 

 
"A well-trained bloodhound will make no attempt to share your lunch.  He will just make 
you feel so guilty that you cannot enjoy it."  
-- Helen Thomson 

Sorry, I wasn’t able to 

make a reservation at 

the library, they’re…  Don’t say it! 
…completely 

booked.

N
o
n
a
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s 
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Please use a separate application for each person. The new 
member application fee is listed below. Please provide  the  
following information, then read and sign the second page. 

 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP: 

 

 Individual $35.00  Family: $35.00  Junior: $25.00 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 

Name(s):     

Address:     

City: State:  Zip:   

Home Telephone:  Cell(s):   

Email(s):      

Interests:  Showing         Obedience/Rally         Trailing/Tracking         Pet  

Animals in household: #       Bloodhounds #       Other  breeds (List)   

Other animals    

Why I am interested in joining Bloodhounds West:   

  

 
 

SPONSOR INFORMATION 
 

Sponsored by (please print):    

How sponsor knows applicant:   

   

   

   

Signature of sponsoring member:                  Date:         
 

BLOODHOUNDS WEST, NORTHERN CHAPTER 

New Member Application 
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All new applicants must read, sign, and adhere to the American Bloodhound Club Code of 

Ethics shown below. 

As a member of Bloodhounds West, Northern Chapter: 
 

 I agree not to engage in the practice of providing any Bloodhound to any individual, 
commercial wholesaler, or retailer for the purpose of resale. 

 I agree that if any Bloodhound on whose papers I am shown as either breeder or co- 
breeder becomes a part of any breed rescue program, that upon written notification either 
I will assume financial responsibility for those Bloodhound expenses to which I agree and 
assist the Rescue Chairperson in finding suitable placement, or I will resume custody of 
the Bloodhound. 

 I agree that I will provide each buyer of our Bloodhounds with accurate records regarding 
pedigree and certificate of health including the name, address, and telephone number of 
the attending veterinarian. 

 I agree not to promote indiscriminate breeding practices by using the advertising of 
availability of “breeding pairs”, “stud dogs”, or “bitches in whelp for sale” in my effort to  

sell my Bloodhounds. 

 I agree not to release any puppy to its new owner prior to seven weeks of age or what the 
local ordinance states. 

 I agree to act in a sportsmanlike manner and not deliberately degrade other exhibitors, 
breeders, or their dogs. 

 

 
 

Please mail both pages of this form with a check (payable to Bloodhounds West, Inc.) to: 
 

Aldo Branch 223 Sunnyslope Ave, San Jose, CA 95127 
 

You may also submit your application fee through Paypal at bloodhoundswestnc@gmail.com 
(please enter your applicant information in the Paypal comment section). If you join via Paypal, 
please mail Aldo your two-page application form indicating payment was made on-line. 

 

New member applications will be acted upon at the next membership meeting of Bloodhounds 

West, Northern Chapter. 

 
Applicant Signature:        Date:    
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